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ROMAN BARANOWSKI
Advanced Research  
Comput ing
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Dr. Roman Baranowski is a multi-talented technologist, intellectual, 
mentor, scientist, trusted friend and pillar of the UBC research 
computing community. A pioneer in the field, Roman designed the 
first large-scale high-performance computing (HPC) cluster at UBC 
in a novel effort to empower world-leading research.
Currently serving as UBC Advanced Research Computing’s 
Software Architect, Roman works to connect with others to build a 
community of HPC practitioners across Canada, and is well known 
as the “ARC Social ambassador”. In fact, Roman is the life of the 
party, whether it’s at an international conference, local events or in 
the office, he brings excitement and enthusiasm wherever he goes. 
While Roman has worked hard to deliver the era of digital platforms 
we now live in, he has shown a side to all of us that recognizes the 
need for community and away-from-keyboard social engagement.
Here’s to celebrating Roman’s impactful tenure at UBC!
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BRADLEY DUNCAN
Agassiz Education &
Research Centre
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Brad has been instrumental for the running of the 
Dairy Education and Research Centre in Agassiz for 
over a quarter century. As a valued key member of 
the team, his varied skill set is appreciated by all 
staff and students alike. Bradley’s friendly approach 
and sense of humor has often been remembered by 
former students as a positive example of the great 
memories and culture that has been part of the 
fabric of the Dairy Centre. His calm demeanor and 
ability to recognise potential issues with the Dairy 
Centre’s herd has helped set the bar high for animal 
care standards. Brad is the real example of what a 
team player should be.
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BILL KRAMER
Agassiz Education & 
Research Centre
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For the last 25 years Bill has been a valued team 
member of the Dairy Education and Research 
Centre’s family. Bill’s great troubleshooting 
approach to various electronics issues has been 
invaluable to the operational needs for research 
equipment at the Dairy Centre. This calm and well-
thought out approach to solving issues has helped 
numerous students and research projects 
conducted at the Dairy Centre. The students often 
remember him for his contagious smile and quiet 
and relaxed demeanor. His personality sets a great 
example to the numerous students and scholars 
that pass to the Dairy Centre’s doors annually. Bill 
is truly part of the core that keeps the Dairy Centre 
moving forward.
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BARRY THOMPSON
Agassiz Education & 
Research Centre
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Barry has been part of the Dairy Centre’s family 
since the beginning of operations in Agassiz.  
His solution-minded approach to problems 
encountered by both students doing their 
research projects or to operational challenges 
has been invaluable to the smooth sail ing of the 
Dairy Centre through the years. “Uncle Barry”, 
as many former students remember him, reflects 
the kind and open-minded attitude that Barry 
carries every day. No matter what the weather 
brings, come wind, rain, ice or snow, Barry and 
his bike always show up to contribute to our 
mission. His decision-making abil i t ies and 
communication skil ls has helped define his 
leadership among the Dairy Centre’s team.  
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GUSTAV VESO
Arts ISIT
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Gustav has been a core member of Arts ISIT since 
he joined in 1997. He has always dedicated his 
time and energy to providing exemplary support for 
system and network issues promptly for the 
community within Faculty of Arts. 

Outside of work Gustav enjoys tinkling with 
technology and his home environment is set up 
with multiple virtual machines catered for specific 
needs. He is also an advocate for healthy eating 
and lifestyle. Please join me in congratulating 
Gustav on achieving 25 years of service at UBC.
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KRISTA HEWLETT
Athlet ics & Recreation
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K r is ta  H ewle t t  i s  a  va lued  member  o f  the  U B C  team.  S he  s ta r ted  her  
ca reer  w i th  B u i ld in g  Op era t io n s  in  th e  S o f t  L an d scap e  C rew an d  
jo in ed  A th le t ics  &  R ecrea t io n  in  March  o f  2017 .  

K r is ta  is  ded ica ted  to  he r  work  in  Thunderb i rd  P ark .  S he  goes  
ab o ve  an d  b eyo n d  to  en su re  th e  a reas  su r ro u n d in g  th e  p a th ways  
an d  sp o r ts  f i e ld s  a re  mo re  a t t rac t ive  an d  p o l l in a to r  f r ien d ly  w i th  th e  
ad d i t io n  o f  w i ld f lo wers  an d  o th er  p lan ts  n a t ive  to  th e  P ac i f ic  
N or thwes t .  Of  course ,  K r is ta  a lso  has  h igh  s tandards  fo r  the  
p layab i l i t y  o f  the  f ie lds  when  i t  comes  to  hos t ing  va rs i ty  games ,  
co mmu n i ty  fes t iva ls  an d  mo re .  

In  h e r  sp are  t ime  K r is ta  an d  h er  h u sb an d  B i l l  a re  h u g e  N ascar fans .  
S he  a lso  works  a t  he r  loca l  go l f  course  on  weekends  and  takes  
g rea t  p r ide  in  the  landscap ing  in  her  own  lawn  and  garden .  K r is ta  is  
a lways  h ap p y  to  sh are  h er  exp er t  o p in io n  i f  yo u  h ave  a  g ard en in g  
ques t io n  and  i f  you ’ re  lucky ,  she  w i l l  make  you  a  love ly  wrea th  fo r  
the  ho l iday  season .  

P lease  jo in  me  in  congra tu la t ing  K r is ta  on  ach iev ing  25  years  o f  
se rv ice  a t  U B C .
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RALPH WELLS
Campus & Community 
Planning
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Ralph joined us as the Community energy Manager from 
the University Neighbourhoods Associat ion in 2015.  
Ralph has fol lowed his interests and passion in l i fe and 
has not just one,  but two masters degrees,  a Masters of  
Resource Management and more recently a Masters of  
Engineering in Clean Energy.  He enjoys working in our 
mult idiscipl inary department and is always up for  
interesting and dynamic discussions about 
sustainabi l i ty.
Ralph loves to spend t ime with his family.  They enjoy 
walks on the beach and dinners with fr iends.   He has 
volunteered to be a soccer coach for  his son’s team, 
despite not knowing al l  the rules! 
Please join me in congratulat ing Ralph on achieving 25 
years of  service at  UBC.
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MARLOWE DIRKSON
Centre for  Accessibi l i ty
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Mar lowe  jo ined  the  C en t re  fo r  A ccess ib i l i t y  in  January  2020 .  S he  
p ro v ides  an  in fec t ious  energy  and  jov ia l i t y  to  the  o f f ice  as  we  
wo rk  w i th  s tu d en ts  o n  ve ry  co mp lex  issu es .  Mar lo we  en su res  sh e  
unders tands  the  fu l l  scope  o f  the  s tuden t ’s  concerns  be fo re  
p ro v id ing  appropr ia te  d i rec t ion .

D ur ing  the  pandemic  we  s ta r ted  1 -on -1  Z o o m co f fee  d a tes  week ly  
an d  i t  tu rn ed  o u t  to  b e  a  fan tas t ic  way  fo r  a l l  s ta f f  in  th e  o f f ice  to  
ge t  to  know Mar lowe .  I  de f in i te ly  wasn ’ t  the  on ly  one  who  en joyed  
hear ing  about  the  new rec ipes  she  was  t ry ing ,  and  the  un ique  way  
sh e  keep s  co o l  in  th e  su mmer ,  wh ich  is  to  lo u n g e  in  a  b lo w-up  
k id d ie  p o o l  b eh in d  h er  h o me.  

Mar lowe  en joys  ins igh t fu l  and  funny  quo tes .  The  f i rs t  one  she  
sh ared  wi th  me  was  “A lways  rememb er  th a t  yo u ’ re  u n iq u e ,  ju s t  l i ke  
everyo n e  e lse .”

We ’ve  b een  fo r tu n a te  to  wo rk  w i th  Mar lo we .  S o meo n e  wh o  is  
exp er ien ced ,  emp ath e t ic ,  d ed ica ted  an d  a  g rea t  co l leag u e .  S h e ’s  
de f in i te ly  one  in  a  mi l l ion .
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LESLIE LOVE
Centre  for  Heal th  
Evaluat ion  & Outcome 
Sciences
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Lesl ie  jo ined  the  Centre  For  Heal th  Evaluat ion  and  Outcome 
Sciences in  2016,  as  a  Sen ior  Pro ject  Manager .   She previously  
worked  at  many ro les  in  c l in ica l  research  both  wi th in  and  
outs ide o f  UBC.

Lesl ie  prefers  to  work  qu iet ly  and  ef f ic ient ly  w i thout  seeking  a  
spot l ight  on  hersel f .   We a l l  wonder  what  we would  do  wi thout  
her  ab i l i ty  to  accompl ish  any task or  chal lenge.   Wi th  her  
weal th  o f  exper ience and knowledge,  she is  our  “go  to”  
person,  for  our  in ternal  s taf f  and  external  invest igators  who 
of ten  request  to  work  wi th  her  as  her  s ter l ing  reputat ion  
proceeds her .  

Cycl ing  has been  a  focal  po in t  for  Lesl ie  and  her  husband 
John.   Thei r  love o f  cycl ing  has taken  them on  many wor ld  
t r ips ,  which  o f ten  inc lude v is i t ing  her  brother ’s  fami ly  who l ive  
overseas.   Lesl ie ,  a  music  lover ,  a lso  en joys t ravel l ing  to  
music  fest iva ls .

Congratu lat ions Lesl ie  on  ach iev ing  25  years  o f  serv ice  at  
UBC.  
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JENNIFER COLLINS
Centre for  Molecular  
Medicine & Therapeutics
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ISABEAU IQBAL
Centre for  Teaching,  
Learning & Technology
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Isabeau has shared her  care and love of learning with 
UBC through 3 degrees and 25 years of  work 
support ing faculty members,  graduate students,  and 
staff  to develop their  ski l ls and identi t ies as teachers 
and educational  developers. Isabeau started at  the 
CTLT in 2003 as a graduate student and has become a 
deeply trusted consultant,  mentor ,  guide,  col league,  
and fr iend to so many on campus and in Canada’s 
Educational  Development community. She is sought 
out international ly for  her  support  on Peer Review of 
Teaching,  and was recently named one of the Top 21 
coaches in Vancouver by Inf luence Digest.  Isabeau
values t ime with her  family and loves being active 
outdoors-- in the mountains and biking to campus in al l  
weather.  We are so grateful  that Isabeau’s love of 
learning brought her  to UBC and that she has 
supported this community with care ever since.  
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JAY O'KEEFFE
Chan Centre for  
the Performing Arts
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KENNETH LOVE
Chemistry
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K en  jo ined  the  C hemis t ry  depar tment  in  1997  as  an  eng ineer ing  
techn ic ian . K en  qu ick ly  became  the  go - to  person  in  C hemis t ry  fo r  
researchers  need ing  he lp  w i th  vacuum sys tems ,  g love  boxes ,  
c ryo g en ic  eq u ip men t ,  an d  su p erco n d u c t in g  mag n ets….  H is  
cu r io s i ty ,  h is  can -do  a t t i tude ,  and  h is  b read th  o f  techn ica l  
kn o wled g e  h ave  b een  h u g e ly  b en e f ic ia l  to  th e  d ep ar tmen t  o ver  th e  
years  s in ce  h e  jo in ed  U B C .  

I f  yo u  see  a  p iece  o f  eq u ip men t  in  a  ch emis t ry  lab  th a t  lo o ks  l i ke  i t  
was  d es ig n ed  b y  D r  S uess ,  yo u  can  assu me th a t  K en  h as  a t  so me  
t ime  f ixed  i t ,  improved  i t ,  o r  has  shown  someone  how to  use  i t .  

Wh en  n o t  a t  U B C ,  K en  en jo ys  wo rk in g  o n  c lass ic  ca rs ,  in c lu d in g  
h is  t reasured  ‘65  P on t iac  GTO,  and  spend ing  t ime  wi th  h is  spouse  
Jan e t  an d  d au g h te rs  Meg h an  an d  A lan a  a t  th e i r  S u n sh in e  C o as t  
co t tag e .

P lease  jo in  me  in  thank ing  K en  fo r  25  years  o f  excep t iona l  se rv ice  
to  U B C .
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DOUG HUDNIUK
Civi l  Engineering
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Doug joined Civil Engineering as Engineering Technician 4 in 
1997. Doug is a friendly face in the Civil Engineering 
workshop. He tirelessly helps faculty and graduate students 
with their research working with them to develop innovative 
solutions. Doug’s creativity and passion to help others makes 
him extremely effective at managing a workshop that builds, 
prototypes, and maintains cutting edge research equipment.

Doug loves spending time with his wife, Luisa, and their three 
kids, Josh, Shelby and Noah. His hobbies include hockey, 
golf, and skiing, and he loves to go for long walks with his 
wife and their dog Oscar.

Please join me in congratulating Doug on achieving 25 years 
of service at UBC.



29

GIAO HUYNH
Computer  Science
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Giao jo ined  Computer  Science 15  years  ago  as  a  Systems 
Analyst ,  a f ter  a  decade work ing  for  Civ i l  Eng ineer ing ,  and  had  
previously  been  an  undergraduate  and  graduate  student  a t  
UBC.

Giao ’s determined t roubleshoot ing  and ded icat ion  to  her  work  
has been  o f  invaluab le  assistance to  facu l ty ,  s taf f ,  and  
students .   Her  w i l l ingness to  learn  new th ings and  her  
posi t iv i ty  are  on ly  a  couple  o f  the  character is t ics  that  make 
her  a  joy  to  work  wi th .

Giao en joys horseback r ides,  garden ing ,  and  photography.   
Between vacat ions overseas,  she co l lects  v in tage tea  cups and  
saucers .   The th ing  she most  loves is  her  fami ly :   her  husband,  
3  daughters ,  and  re la t ives .

Giao ,  Computer  Science is  a  much bet ter  p lace because you 
are  here .   Congratu lat ions on  your  25  years  o f  serv ice  at  UBC.
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MIRIAM DEXTER
Dentistry
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Mir iam has a lways been so  ded icated  to  UBC Dent is t ry .  She 
has been  support ing  the  Graduate  Per iodont ics  res idents  for  
most  o f  her  t ime here .  She cares  about  the  students  and  
pat ients  and  a lso  about  her  fami ly .  Mi r iam a lways loves a  
good par ty  and  especia l ly  loves t ravel ing  to  Vegas and 
Mexico ,  but  not  over  the  L ions Gate  Br idge!  She en joys being  
act ive  and  is  par t  o f  the  4% of  the  populat ion  that  has run  a  
marathon.  She has great  taste  and  can  wear  p ink  l ike  nobody 
e lse!  

Mi r iam’s  great  management  sk i l ls  and  years  o f  exper ience p lay  
a  key ro le  in  main ta in ing  the  in tegr i ty  o f  our  c l in ic .  To  name a  
few of  her  great  character is t ics  are  k indness,  fa i rness,  and  
punctual i ty .  Th is  lady has h igh  standards,  watch  out !  

On behal f  o f  Graduate  Per iodont ics  and  Cl in ica l  Af fa i rs ,  we 
congratu late  and  thank Mi r iam for  her  invaluab le  contr ibut ion  
to  our  program and UBC FOD in  the  last  25  years!  
We love you!
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LINDE TOGEL
Dentistry
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Linde jo ined  the  Ger ia t r ic  Dent is t ry  Program,  as  a  Cer t i f ied  
Denta l  Assistant ,  in  2002 af ter  spending  years  support ing  the  
Cont inu ing  Denta l  Educat ion  depar tment .

L inde a lways has a  smi le  on  her  face and  a  “can  do”  at t i tude 
which  is  appreciated  by a l l  her  co l leagues!   Her  work  eth ic  
and  commitment  makes her  a  va lued  and  in tegra l  par t  o f  our  
program’s  success.   

L inde’s  many passions inc lude t ravel l ing  wi th  her  husband,  
Ron,  cooking  and  enter ta in ing  her  f r iends and  fami ly .   L inde 
is  a lso  a  very  accompl ished photographer  and  has created  
many photo  books o f  her  many t r ips  around the  g lobe.   Her  
co l league a lways say “we want  to  grow up  and  be just  l i ke  
L inde!”

L inde,  you  are  much loved  by a l l  around you.   We not  on ly  
ce lebrate  you  on  ach iev ing  25  years  o f  serv ice  at  UBC but  we 
ce lebrate  you  every  day.   Congratu lat ions!
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HELEN NICHOLS
Development & Alumni 
Engagement
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THERESINA TAM
Development & Alumni 
Engagement
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Theresina joined the UBC Development Off ice in 1997.  
She started in Annual Giving and then moved to be 
part  of  the Donor Relat ions and Stewardship Unit .   
Theresina is wholeheartedly dedicated to her  job and 
provides the best customer service to our donors and 
fundraisers with incredible detai l ,  dedication,  and 
integri ty.  
Theresina is an avid traveler  with her  husband 
Timothy.  She travels dif ferent parts of  the world every 
year.  When she is at  home, she is a dedicated member 
and leader at  her  church and is the best auntie to her  
niece’s cat,  Mr.  Tea.
Thank you Theresina for  always being creative,  clever ,  
and conscientious in everything that you do.
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TANYA WALKER
Development & Alumni 
Engagement
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Tanya Walker is an integral member of the alumni UBC 
team leadership team. Over her tenure at UBC she has 
seen the alumni program grow from a small grassroots 
association to one of leading alumni organizations in 
North America. She has helped develop 3 strategic plans, 
launch 2 alumni and development campaigns and 
produced countless new programs. Her influence can be 
felt throughout the organization with a special emphasis 
on developing our international alumni engagement 
strategy. Working with volunteers and colleagues across 
campus, Tanya has played a central role in building an 
active and vibrate alumni UBC community in over 150 
countries around the world. Tanya is experienced in board 
governance and has developed deep connections over her 
25 years with alumni volunteers. She is known to be a 
thoughtful leader and considerate colleague. 
Congratulations Tanya on a successful 25 years at UBC.
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KATHLEEN GORDON
Earth,  Ocean & 
Atmospheric Sciences
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MARY CHAN
Electr ical  & Computer  
Engineering
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Mary has been a  ded icated  employee o f  ECE for  25  years ,  and  
has t i re lessly  worked  to  make the  l ives  o f  our  facu l ty  and  
students  easier .  Wi thout  her  exper t ise  i t  i s  c lear  the  
depar tment  and  our  courses each  semester  wouldn ' t  be  ab le  to  
run!

Mary  o f ten  br ings in  her  dog Honey to  the  o f f ice ,  who she 
loves (as  do  we,  she is  an  undeniab ly  cute  puppy! ) ,  loves 
cof fee ,  and  is  o f ten  the  f i rs t  to  he lp  out  w i th  department  
BBQs!  She has o f ten  been  noted  as  br ing ing  a  sense o f  fami ly  
to  the  department ,  and  we are  so  g lad  she has chosen to  work  
wi th  us  for  an  amazing  25  years!

Our  ECE department  is  incred ib ly  gratefu l  for  your  years  o f  
serv ice  to  make our  department  what  i t  i s  today!  We s incere ly  
congratu late  you ,  and  inv i te  the  whole  UBC communi ty  to  
congratu late  you  as  wel l !
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NIROSHI SUREWEERE
English Language & 
Literatures
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Nirosh i worked  wi th  Payro l l  and  the  Dean o f  Ar ts  Of f ice ,  
before  f ind ing  a  permanent  home in  the  Engl ish  Department .  
As our  recept ion ist ,  she is  t ru ly  the  face o f  the  un i t ,  g reet ing  
facu l ty  and  students  wi th  her  f r iend ly  smi le  and  unfa i l ing  
opt imism.  Over  the  years ,  she has per formed a  number  o f  
d i f ferent  ro les  in  the  Engl ish  Department ,  so  she is  ab le  (and  
wi l l ing! )  to  he lp  out  w i th  a  var ie ty  o f  tasks to  support  our  
programs.  Ni rosh i handles  a l l  s i tuat ions wi th  her  ca lm,  
sooth ing  nature .  One co l league remarked,  “She remains one 
o f  the  most  pat ient ,  he lp fu l ,  knowledgeable ,  and  a l l -around 
lovely  people  I ' ve  ever  had  the  pr iv i lege o f  work ing  wi th .”

Ni rosh i is  ext remely  devoted  to  her  fami ly . She wi l l  not  turn  
down an  Iced  Capp f rom T im’s  and  she is  a lways wi l l ing  to  
share  her  s tash  o f  desk t reats . Congratu lat ions Ni rosh i ,  we 
are  so  lucky to  have you!
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DEBBIE LIN
Enrolment Services
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Debbie  jo ined  Undergraduate  Admissions in  Enro lment  
Serv ices f rom the Facu l ty  o f  Graduate  Stud ies  in  2005.  

I f  Admissions had  a  “Team Mom”,  i t  would  be Debbie  L in . In  
fact ,  Debbie  has covered  f ive  matern i ty  leaves dur ing  her  25  
years  at  UBC,  f rom Grad  Stud ies ,  Admissions,  In ternat ional  
Student  Development  to  the  Sauder  School  o f  Business.  

Debbie ’s  k indness makes the  team fee l  l i ke  a  fami ly ,  be ing  
the  team photographer ,  and  creat ing  del ic ious sa lads for  our  
month ly  Goodie  Day pot luck lunch. As a  longt ime UBC 
Uni ted  Way Campaign  vo lunteer ,  she remains one o f  the  most  
e f fect ive  donat ion-so l ic i tors  for  the  annual  Brock Hal l  ra f f le .  

Debbie ’s  systems- level  innovat iveness and st rength  in  
co l laborat ion  were  recognized  in  2019 wi th  the  BC Counci l  o f  
Admissions and  Transfer  Leadersh ip  Award . When not  
support ing  post -secondary  t ransfer  s tudents  f rom across BC,  
Canada and the  wor ld  as  UBC’s  t ransfer  cred i t  exper t ,  Debbie  
en joys d im sum and movies  wi th  her  daughter .  
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ANTHONY AFENDOULIS
Faci l i t i es
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Anthony Afendoulis who goes by Tony,  started 
working at  UBC in student housing as an electr ician.  
Tony then moved to Bui lding Operations where he 
currently works on the f ire l i fe and safety systems on 
campus. 
Tony is a proud father  of  two. His son is in grade 9 
and daughter  in grade 8.  Tony and his wife Debbie 
enjoy taking tr ips with the family.  Some notable family 
tr ips were to Montreal ,  Disneyland and Hawaii .  
In his free t ime Tony enjoys working around the 
house,  gardening,  doing renovations and f ixing 
things.  Tony enjoys outdoor recreation activi t ies such 
as snowboarding,  kayaking with his kids,  and dog 
walks through the endowment lands.  He is also an 
active soccer dad to both of  his chi ldren.  
Please join me in congratulat ing Tony on achieving 25 
years of  service at  UBC.
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ROBERT BECKER
Faci l i t ies
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MICHAEL CARROLL
Faci l i t ies
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M i k e  j o i n e d  U B C  P l a n t  O p e r a t i o n s ,  a s  a  r e d  s e a l  S t e a m f i t t e r  i n  1 9 9 7  a n d  w a s  o n e  o f  
t h e  f i r s t  U t i l i t y  S t e a m f i t t e r s  w i t h  t h e  c a m p u s ’  M e c h a n i c a l  U t i l i t i e s  g r o u p .   H e  i s  
a l s o  a  v e r y  p r o u d  s e c o n d  g e n e r a t i o n  U n i o n  1 7 0  P i p e f i t t e r  w i t h  f a t h e r  ( B o b )  b e i n g  a  
d u e l  t r a d e s m a n ;  P l u m b i n g  a n d  P i p e f i t t i n g  q u a l i f i c a t i o n .  M i k e  r e c e i v e d  h i s  U n i o n  1 7 0  
2 5 - y e a r  p i n  i n  2 0 1 7 .

T h e  c a m p u s  w a s  i n i t i a l l y  p o w e r e d  b y  a  S t e a m  P o w e r  P l a n t ,  a n d  M i k e  c l i m b e d  t h e  
r a n k s  f r o m  j o u r n e y m a n  S t e a m f i t t e r ,  t o  S u b - H e a d  S t e a m f i t t e r  a n d  n o w  t o  h i s  c u r r e n t  
r o l e  a s  H e a d  S t e a m f i t t e r .  E v e n t u a l l y ,  t h e  c a m p u s  t r a n s i t i o n e d  f r o m  S t e a m  t o  
D i s t r i c t  E n e r g y  H o t - W a t e r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  – a n d  M i k e  h a s  b e e n  i n s t r u m e n t a l  t h r o u g h  
t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n ,  o p e r a t i o n  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  o u r  n e w  D E S  s y s t e m .   R e c e n t l y ,  
M i k e  a c h i e v e d  h i s  C l a s s  “ B ”  G a s  C e r t i f i c a t i o n  a s  w e l l ;  a n d  h a s  s t e p p e d  i n  a s  t h e  
t e m p  D E S  P r o j e c t  S p e c i a l i s t  w h i l s t  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  w a s  i n  s e a r c h  f o r  a  p e r m a n e n t  
p e r s o n .    M i k e ’ s  c r e w  c o n t i n u e s  t o  h e l p  g r o w  t h e  c a m p u s  t o w a r d s  i t s  n e t - z e r o  
t a r g e t s  b y  c o n n e c t i n g  n e w  a n d  o l d  b u i l d i n g s  o n  t o  o u r  n o w  m o r e  s u s t a i n a b l e  
h e a t i n g  s u p p l y ;  h e  i s  n o t  o n l y  r e s p e c t e d  b y  h i s  c r e w  – b u t  h a s  a  r e p u t a t i o n  t h a t  
s p a n s  t h e  c a m p u s .

M i k e  i s  a  l o v i n g  h u s b a n d  t o  D e b b i e  a n d  f a t h e r  t o  4 :  D e r e k ,  N i c k ,  A s h l e y  a n d  
A m a n d a ;  a n d  l o v e s  s p e n d i n g  t i m e  o u t  i n  n a t u r e  w i t h  h i s  f a m i l y  c a m p i n g  a n d  f i s h i n g .   
H e  i s  a l s o  a  d e v o u t  “ C h e e s e h e a d ”  G r e e n  B a y  P a c k e r s  f o o t b a l l  f a n ;  s p e n d i n g  m a n y  
y e a r  m e n t o r i n g  a n d  c o a c h i n g  f o o t b a l l  f o r  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  p r o v i n c i a l  t e a m s .   C a p p i n g  
o f f  h i s  e f f o r t s  w i t h  a  B C  P r o v i n c i a l  C h a m p i o n s h i p  c o a c h i n g  t h e  N o r t h  S u r r e y  B e a r s  
i n  2 0 1 4 .   M i k e  a l s o  i s  t h e  k i n g  o f  t h e  g r i l l ,  s o  y o u  c a n  a l w a y s  f i n d  h i m  s m o k i n g  
m e a t s  a n d  s a l m o n  w i t h  s o m e  v i n t a g e  r u m  i n  h i s  h a n d .

M i k e ,  t h e  U B C  F a c i l i t y  F a m i l y  ( B u i l d i n g  O p e r a t i o n s ,  E n e r g y  &  W a t e r ,  a n d  U t i l i t y  
T r a d e s )  w i l l  b e  f o r e v e r  t h a n k f u l  f o r  a l l  y o u r  h a r d  w o r k !   P l e a s e  j o i n  m e  i n  
c o n g r a t u l a t i n g  M i k e  o n  a c h i e v i n g  2 5  y e a r s  o f  s e r v i c e  a t  U B C .
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ERNIE DAVIS
Faci l i t ies
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ROGER DE PIERI
Faci l i t ies
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Roger  s tar ted  h is  UBC career  as  an  e lect r ic ian  and  has s ince 
held  many ro les  wi th in  CUPE Local  116,  inc lud ing  shop 
steward ,  Secretary-Treasurer ,  before  tak ing  on  the  ro le  o f  the  
Genera l  V ice  President .  
Co incidenta l ly  Roger  and  h is  w i fe  Ju l ie t  were  marr ied  the  
same year  he  was h i red  at  UBC and recent ly  ce lebrated  the i r  
25 th wedding  anniversary .  Together  they have two ch i ldren .  
Thei r  son  Marco  is  in  h is  th i rd  year  o f  un ivers i ty ,  and  the i r  
daughter  Sophia  just  s tar ted  her  f i rs t  year  o f  un ivers i ty .
When Roger  isn ' t  work ing ,  he  l ikes  to  spend h is  t ime in  
Harr ison ,  h ik ing  in  the  mounta ins wi th  h is  two dogs.  Roger  
and  Ju l ie t  have taken  many vacat ions around Europe,  but  
the i r  favour i te dest inat ion  is  Por tugal ,  where  they v is i t  
fami ly .  A  speci f ic  h igh l ight  for  Roger  is  the  town of  Nazaré ,  
known for  having  the  wor ld 's  largest  waves and  top  sur f ing  
compet i t ion ,  which  he hopes to  one day wi tness in  person.  
P lease jo in  me in  congratu lat ing  Roger  on  ach iev ing  25  years  
o f  serv ice  at  UBC.
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HARDEV DHILLON
Faci l i t ies
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Hardev is a key member of  the UBC Faci l i t ies 
Custodial  Services team working to keep the UBC 
Bookstore in pr ist ine condit ion year  round. Hardev
has consistently del ivered a high level  of  customer 
service and cl ient sat isfaction,  br inging great 
knowledge and care to his role.  Hardev emigrated from 
India in March 1996 and spent 5 years working as a 
part-t ime custodian in IK Barber Learning Centre.  He 
then worked ful l - t ime for  14 years in CEME, before 
moving into his current role within the Bookstore.  He 
currently resides with his family in Surrey and enjoys 
spending t ime playing Kabaddi and watching movies.  
Congratulat ions to Hardev on his tremendous 
contr ibution to a posit ive campus experience for  staff  
and students.
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ED DOMENCO
Faci l i t ies
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The UBC career  journey for  Ed  began as  labourer and then  
moved in to  the  apprent icesh ip  program wi th in  the  Ut i l i t i es  
Department .  Af ter  complet ing  the  apprent icesh ip  
requ i rements  and  receiv ing  a  p lumbing  journeyperson 
cer t i f icat ion ,  Ed  supported  learn ing  and  research  on  campus 
as  a  p lumber  wi th in  Bui ld ing  Operat ions.  Thorough many 
years  on  campus as  a  p lumber  Ed  gained  s ign i f icant  
knowledge o f  the  nuances o f  our  campus bu i ld ings.  I f  you  are  
ever  lost  on  campus Ed  would  be happy to  po in t  you  in  the  
r ight  d i rect ion .  Ed  is  very  wel l  known for  the  work  done on  
the  ponds and water  features  around UBC.  Using  the  
inst i tu t ional  knowledge gained ,  Ed  was ab le  to  create  a  
b inder  out l in ing  the  operat ional  and  maintenance procedures 
for  water  feature  maintenance.  That  reposi tory  o f  in format ion  
is  s t i l l  be ing  used today.  Ed  current ly  serves our  campus 
wi th in  the  Faci l i t ies  Munic ipa l  team and supports  many by 
issu ing  too ls  and  mater ia ls  they need to  do  the i r  jobs every  
day.  Ed  has is  a  master  baker  and  is  known to  br ing  some 
tasty  cakes to  campus and shares wi th  h is  co-workers .  Yum.  
P lease jo in  me in  congratu lat ing  Ed  on  th is  mi lestone 
ach ievement  o f  reach ing  25  years  o f  serv ice  at  UBC.
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STACEY EWERT
Faci l i t ies
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S tacey ’s  25  years  a t  U B C  have  seen  here  work  in  landscape  
ma in tenance  fo r  bo th  Fac i l i t i es  and  B otan ica l  Gardens ;  he r  many  
years  o f  g a rd en in g  exp er ien ce  co n t r ib u tes  g rea t ly  to  th e  ca re  an d  
s teward sh ip  o f  U B C 's  p u b l ic  rea lm.  

S tacey  has  made  count less  con t r ibu t ions  to  the  many  gardens  
th roughout  U B C ,  no tab le  she  worked  fo r  two  years  in  S tephen  
Toope Gard en ’s  ( fo rmer ly  L ib ra ry  Gard en )  p lan t in g  an d  
ma in ta in ing  ind igenous  p lan ts  and  ass is ted  on  renova t ions  in  the  
R ose  Garden .

S tacey  has  been  ins t rumenta l  in  p romot ing  U B C ’s  landscapes  
hav ing  been  fea tu red  in  v ideos  and  par t ic ipa t ing  in  in te rv iews  fo r  
the  N ursery ,  S tephen  Toope Gard en ’s  an d  a  S o c ia l  E co lo g ica l  
E conomic  D eve lopment  S tud ies  (S E E D S )  p ro jec t  on  compost ing  
an d  recyc l in g .  

S tacey ’s  favor i te  landscapes  on  campus  a re  o ld  bo tan ica l  pocke t  
ga rdens ,  Green  C o l lege  and  the  A s ian  C en t re .

We  a re  g ra te fu l  fo r  S tacey ’s  25  years  o f  se rv ice  a t  th e  U n ive rs i ty  
an d  h o p e  fo r  man y  mo re .
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BRAD FEIST
Faci l i t ies
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SERGIO FERINO
Faci l i t ies
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MIKE GIANNIAS
Faci l i t ies
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BURKE HARMAN
Faci l i t ies
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Burke,  or  Al lan  as  he is  commonly  known,  jo ined  UBC and the  
Faci l i t i es  Group,  previously  known as the  Land and Bui ld ing  
Serv ices group,  back in  1997.  

S ince the  la te  1990’s ,  A l lan  has provided  qual i ty  serv ice  to  
the  Univers i ty  and  has done h is  share  in  making  UBC a  
un ivers i ty  o f  cho ice  for  many students  and  o ther  campus 
users .   A l lan  cont inues to  o f fer  the  best  serv ice  that  he  can  
on  a  dai ly  basis  and  st i l l  en joys h is  work  here .  

A l lan  loves spending  t ime wi th  h is  fami ly ,  and  is  so  very  
proud o f  and  gratefu l  for  h is  three  daughters  and  h is  15  
grandchi ldren ,  a l l  whom l ike  to  ca l l  h im Grandpa Dad.  Al lan  
a lso  loves to  t inker  w i th  and  rebu i ld  many th ings,  and  h is  
current  in terest  has h im spending  t ime on  rebu i ld ing  and  
restor ing  two o ld  p inbal l  machines.   The two machines he is  
current ly  work ing  on  are  Star  Pool  and  T ime Warp ,  both  great  
games in  the i r  day.   

Congratu lat ion  on  your  25  year  mi lestone Al lan!
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BRIAN HARPER
Faci l i t ies
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DERRICK HILL
Faci l i t ies
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TIMOTHY HUNT
Faci l i t ies
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IAN MACLEAN
Faci l i t ies
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I an  jo ined  Land and Bui ld ing  Serv ices in  1997 as  a  
Carpenter /Jo iner  and  then  worked  h is  way up  in to  a  
leadersh ip  posi t ion  as  a  Subhead Carpenter .   Recent ly ,  Ian  
has taken  on  a  brand-new ro le  as  a  Pro ject  Superv isor  in  the  
Construct ion  Of f ice ,  lead ing  a  d iverse group o f  t radespeople  
that  complete  smal l  construct ion  pro jects .   

I an ’s  dr ive  and  commitment  to  provid ing  qual i ty  construct ion  
and  good customer  serv ice  is  ev ident  in  a l l  that  he  does.    

I an  loves spending  t ime wi th  h is  w i fe  o f  28  years ,  Mara ,  and  
a lso  wi th  the i r  son  Nico las .  He was once an  av id  sk ier  and  
now an  av id  go l fer .   I an  is  looking  forward  to  ret i rement  so  
he can  spend h is  days t ravel l ing  wi th  Mara  or  re lax ing  wi th  a  
good book.   
I an ,  we are  ext remely  thankfu l  that  you  stepped up  to  lead  
one o f  our  new crews.

P lease jo in  me in  congratu lat ing  Ian  on  ach iev ing  25  years  o f  
serv ice  at  UBC.
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LEAH MURRAY
Faci l i t ies
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Leah  jo ined  Land  and  B u i ld ing  S erv ices  in  1997  as  a  
C arpen te r /Jo iner .   When  she  wasn ’ t  bu i ld ing  cab ine t ry  fo r  one  o f  
the  many  p ro jec ts  on  campus ,  she  was  he lp ing  o thers  as  a  shop  
s teward .   Over  th e  las t  severa l  years ,  L eah  h as  h e ld  th e  fu l l - t ime  
e lec ted  p o s i t io n  as  R eco rd in g  S ecre ta ry  fo r  C U P E  116 .   

Leah ’s  pass ion  fo r  he lp ing  and  advoca t ing  fo r  o thers  shows  
th rough  her  ded ica t ion  to  causes  l i ke  women  in  t rades  and  a lso  
her  work  in  he lp ing  to  lead  the  t rades  appren t icesh ip  p rogram.   

Leah  lo ves  spend ing  t ime  wi th  her  husband  Jason ,  r id ing  the i r  
new e -b ikes .   S he  a lso  en joys  read ing ,  camping ,  p reserv ing  food  
f rom her  own  garden ,  and  spend ing  t ime  wi th  fami ly .  

Leah ,  we  a re  ex t reme ly  thank fu l  tha t  you  have  s tepped  up  wi th  
su ch  a  s t ro n g ,  th o u g h t fu l  vo ice  to  take  a  lead ersh ip  ro le  in  th e  
U n ion .   

P lease  jo in  me  in  congra tu la t ing  Leah  on  ach iev ing  25  years  o f  
se rv ice  a t  U B C .
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JOHN NEUMANN
Faci l i t ies
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BILL PROVENZANO
Faci l i t ies
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Over  th e  las t  25  years ,  B i l l  h as  a lways  wo rked  to  p ro v id e  th e  b es t  
se rv ice  p o ss ib le  fo r  th e  U n ive rs i ty .   H e  h as  p ro v id ed  q u a l i ty  
se rv ice  to  th e  U n ive rs i ty  an d  co n t in u es  to  wo rk  h ard  an d  sh are  in  
mak ing  U B C  a  un ive rs i ty  o f  cho ice  fo r  many  s tuden ts  and  campus  
users .   B i l l  t akes  g rea t  p r ide  in  h is  H ead  P a in te r  ro le  in  the  pa in t  
sh o p  an d  a lways  wo rks  to  g ive  th e  b es t  cu s to mer  se rv ice  th a t  h e  
can .   

B i l l  i s  p roud  o f  h is  accompl ishments  bo th  a t  work  and  wi th  h is  
lo n g  se rve  as  a  memb er  o f  th e  C U P E  116  E xecu t ive .   B i l l  wo rks  
en d less ly  to  make  su re  th e  resu l ts  h e  p ro v id es  in  a l l  h is  
under tak ings  a re  the  bes t  fo r  a l l  invo lved  by  t rack ing  a l l  the  
de ta i ls  and  p rov id ing  the  se rv ice  tha t  he  does  wi th  g rea t  energy  
an d  p r id e .

Two  o f  B i l l ’ s  favor i te  th ings  to  do  when  he  is  no t  work ing  a re  
sp en d in g  lo ts  o f  t ime  wi th  h is  fami ly ,  an d  p u rsu in g  h is  p ass io n  
fo r  pho tography .   B i l l  loves  to  spend  t ime  per fec t ing  h is  
pho tography  wi th  the  same  energy  tha t  he  b r ings  to  h is  work .   
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BALRAM SANDHU
Faci l i t ies
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ROBERT SCHWARZ
Faci l i t ies
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Rob joined UBC Plant  Operat ions as an Electr ic ian in 1997,  and 
moved to Energy & Water  Services ( former ly  UBC Ut i l i t ies)  in 2007 
as one of  the campus’  f i rst  High Vol tage Electr ic ians.     

Whi le  the campus grew,  i ts  e lectr ical  demand grew wi th i t  as wel l ,  
Rob was there for  a l l  the large mi lestones.  Wi th his  long tenure at  
EWS,  he has been an appreciated mentor  and coach for  a l l  of  newer  
EWS electr ical  staf f  passing on both technical  and inst i tut ional  
knowledge.  Rob has played key roles in some signi f icant  EWS 
electr ical  projects including the south campus electr ical  system 
reinforcement  and the current  UNY Substat ion Switchgear  
Replacement .     Many late  nights and ear ly  mornings Rob has 
responded to power  outages and electr ical  t rouble -cal ls  to campus.

Rob is  a lso an avid outdoorsman wi th a  passion for  gol f ,  f ishing,  
camping and hik ing;  of ten t ravel l ing back to his  home community  on 
the Sunshine Coast  in his  Volkswagen West fa l ia to capi ta l ize  on 
those act iv i t ies.

Rob,  the UBC Faci l i ty  Fami ly  (Bui lding Operat ions,  Energy & Water ,  
and Ut i l i ty  Trades)  wi l l  be forever  thankful  for  a l l  your  hard work!   
Please join me in congratulat ing Rob on achieving 25 years of  
service at  UBC.
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PAUL TEES
Faci l i t ies
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JASWINDER TOOR
Faci l i t ies
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Jas  T o o r  s ta r ted  h is  jo u rn ey  w i th  th e  cu s to d ia l  d ep ar tmen t  in  
March  1997  work ing  the  even ing  sh i f t  in  H enry  A ngus  bu i ld ing  fo r  
a lmo st  13  years .

Jas  is  kn o wn  b y  a l l  wh o  meet  h im as  g o o d  wo rker ,  k in d  h ear ted ,  
he lp fu l  and  a lways  ready  to  lend  a  he lp ing  hand  whenever  and  
wh o ever  n eed ed  o n e .  Wo rk in g  wi th  severa l  S u p erv iso rs  o ver  h is  
t ime  here  a t  U B C  Jas  persona l i ty  and  good  work  e th ics  a re  
p ra ised  by  a l l  h is  coworkers  and  co l league ’s ,  he  jus t  works  we l l  
w i th  everyo n e .  N o  mat te r  h o w h ard  th e  d ay  is  o r  h o w h eavy  th e  
wo rk lo ad  is  Jas  a lways  h as  a  smi le  o n  h is  face .  

Jas  lo ves  to  sp en d  h is  sp are  t ime  wi th  h is  fami ly ,  h is  w i fe  an d  
so n ,  wa tch in g  sp o r ts  o r  th e  te lev is io n ,  h e  a lso  en jo ys  sp en d in g  
t ime  ou tdoors  in  h is  garden .  

P lease  he lp  me  congra tu la te  and  thank  Jas  fo r  25  years  o f  se rv ice  
a t  U B C .  



82

COREY TURNQUIST
Faci l i t ies
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GEETA KALHA
Family Practice
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AMIE ESPERAT
Finance & Operational  
Excel lence
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CHRISTINE WASIAK
First  Nations House of 
Learning
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Chr ist ine  has been  managing  the  F i rst  Nat ions House o f  
Learn ing  Longhouse bu i ld ing  for  over  20  years ,  w i th  a  
met icu lous ded icat ion  to  the  Longhouse and Xwi7Xwa L ibrary  
spaces,  work ing  to  ensure  that  th is  is  a  heal thy  and  
cu l tura l ly  safe  “home away f rom home” for  Ind igenous 
students  and  o ther  users .   She has t ra ined  a  long  l is t  o f  
s tudent  Longhouse Hosts  to  care  for  the  spaces l ike  i t  i s  
“Grandma’s  house”  and  to  provide respect fu l ,  mindfu l  tours  
o f  the  ar t  and  h istory  o f  th is  very  specia l  p lace.   For  the  past  
two years ,  Chr is t ine  has t i re lessly  moni tored  the  
Longhouse’s  east  w ing  expansion ,  much of  the  t ime a lone in  
the  longhouse dur ing  the  pandemic ,  to  ensure  that  the  
pro ject  fo l lows the speci f icat ions in  the  design  and she has 
def t ly  handled  a l l  the  surpr ises that  invar iab ly  come wi th  
renovat ion  pro jects .   Her  length  o f  serv ice  in  FNHL has made 
her  one o f  our  important  h is tory  keepers .   She is  t ru ly  an  
invaluab le  f ix ture  here  and  we cannot  imagine th is  workp lace 
wi thout  her !
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CARL JOHANSSON
Forestry
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Carl  joined Forestry as a Post-Doc Fel low in 1996 from 
SFU, and promoted to a Research Associate in 1998.  
His area of research was renewable fuels from wood 
waste and bleaching mechanical  pulps from 
undesirable wood stock.  With his proficient IT 
knowledge and ski l lset  in running the group’s 
scienti f ic instrumentals,  Carl  was hired as IT Admin in 
the Wood Science Dept. /CAWP in 2001.  This was 
fol lowed by advancement as IT Mgr.  of  the Faculty in 
2007.  Carl ’s leadership and work ethic serves as a 
great model by which his team functions and works 
on. In the 20 years that he has been with the 
Faculty,  he has introduced strategic changes,  
leveraged off  external  commodity IT resources over 
running services local ly,  innovative practices 
that resulted to cost savings for  the faculty,  
streamlined ineff iciencies to create a very productive 
eff icient IT team.
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ELAINE GRANT
Gastroenterology 
Division
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MARY RAMSAY
International  Student 
Development
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MAKI NATORI
International  Student 
Ini t iat ive
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After  s tar t ing  her  UBC career  as  a  cu l tura l  assistant  w i th  
Engl ish  Language Inst i tu te ,  Maki  jo ined  the  In ternat ional  
s tudent  In i t ia t ive  in  2015 and  has been  provid ing  her  
exper t ise  in  in ternat ional  recru i tment  ever  s ince.  Her  work  
has been  crucia l  over  the  years  in  estab l ish ing  d ivers i ty  
amongst  our  in ternat ional  s tudent  populat ion .  

In  add i t ion  to  her  commitment  to  s tudents ,  Maki  is  
passionate  about  EDI  and  has represented  IS I  on  var ious UBC 
commit tees such  as  the  President ia l  Task Force on  Ant i -
Racism and Inc lusive  Excel lence and  Jo in t  Equi ty  Commit tee .  

Outs ide  o f  the  o f f ice ,  Maki  en joys spending  t ime wi th  her  
many f r iends,  rocking  the  stage wi th  dance and re lax ing  wi th  
her  adorab le  cat ,  Miya .  She’s  a lso  a  be loved  aunt  o f  the  
fami ly  as  they o f ten  embark  on  sp icy  food tast ing  chal lenges 
and  marvel  movie  sessions.  As someone who loves to  t ravel ,  
Maki  can  absolu te ly  te l l  you  where  one can  get  the  best  
matcha anywhere  around the  wor ld .
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KIM LEONG
Library
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Kim started working at  Woodward Library 25 years 
ago, on a 2-month leave backfi l l .  Lucki ly,  after  the 2 
months Kim was able to secure a ful l - t ime posit ion at  
the Biomedical  Branch Library at  VGH, where she 
worked for  over 11 years.  Kim then returned to 
Woodward,  as one of two staff  who provide other 
universit ies loans and scans of UBC l ibrary mater ial  of  
the 7 facult ies Woodward Library supports.  Part  of  
Kim’s duties are also working at  the Information Desk,  
helping l ibrary users with their  questions and tech 
support .  Kim is also co-chair  of  the Local  Safety 
Team, keeping things in order at  Woodward.  
Kim is a conscientious and generous team member 
who takes pr ide in her  work,  and enjoys helping the 
public.  
A l i t t le secret about Kim - she makes the best 
desserts,  which she shares with her  coworkers!  
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BERNHARD 
NIMMERVOLL
Mater ials Engineering
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Benny jo ined  Mater ia ls  Engineer ing  in  Ju ly  o f  2021 af ter  
spending  many years  support ing  Physics  and  Mechanica l  
Engineer ing .
In  h is  ro le  as  an  Engineer ing  Technic ian  Benny is  very  
passionate  about  shared  learn ing  and working  wi th  students  
f rom design  and model l ing  r ight  through to  the  f in ished 
product .  He is  very  engaged wi th  students  on  the  la test  CAD 
sof tware  and  sof tware  communicat ion  and  management  
systems.
Benny is  a  proud fa ther  o f  three  daughters ,  he  is  invo lved  in  
h is  communi ty  and  g ives h is  t ime to  worthy causes.  He 
en joys contr ibut ing  to  communi ty  gardens and  h is  love for  
Gardening  has led  h im to  design  and develop  smal l  sca le  
hydroponic  systems for  growing  food (yes food!  😊 )  in  urban  
locat ions so  everyone can  en joy f resh  produce wi th  less  
impact  on  the  envi ronment .
P lease jo in  me in  congratu lat ing  Benny on  ach iev ing  25  years  
o f  serv ice  at  UBC.
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ANITA THOMAS
Medical  Genetics
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SHANDA JORDAN GAETZ
Medic ine ,  Dean 's  Of f ice
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S handa  Jordan  Gae tz has  had  the  oppor tun i ty  to  bu i ld  a  l i f e - lo n g  
ca reer  a t  th e  u n ive rs i ty .  S h e  b eg an  in  a  te rm p o s i t io n  as  a  
recep t ion is t  in  human  resources  and  today  is  the  Manag ing  
D i rec to r  o f  the  Facu l ty  o f  Med ic ine .  A s  Manag ing  D i rec to r ,  S handa  
oversees  the  por t fo l ios  o f  human  resources ,  f inance ,  fac i l i t i es  
an d  sp ace  p lan n in g ,  IT ,  g o vern an ce  an d  s t ra teg ic  p ro jec t  
management .  Fur thermore ,  she  ac ts  as  a  key  l i a ison  wi th  sen io r  
lead ersh ip  w i th in  th e  F acu l ty ,  th e  U n ive rs i ty ,  an d  o u r  p ar tn er  
in s t i tu t io n s  to  su p p o r t  th e  s t ra teg ic  p r io r i t i es  an d  o p era t io n s  o f  
the  Facu l ty  o f  Med ic ine . S he  loves  tha t  every  day  is  d i f fe ren t  and  
un ique ,  and  tha t  the  work  o f  the  Facu l ty  o f  Med ic ine  has  d i rec t  
imp ac t  o n  p eo p le  every  d ay .

S handa  en joys  adven tu r ing  wi th  her  fami ly  - husband  S he ldon ,  
so n s  K ian  an d  N o ah ,  an d  d o g s  P ip er  an d  C o o p er . They  love  
see in g  n ew p laces ,  b o th  n ear  an d  fa r ,  an d  t ry  to  p lan  a t  l eas t  o n e  
la rg e  t r ip  p e r  year . B e ing  near  the  wa te r  is  a  g rea t  source  o f  
in sp i ra t io n  an d  ren ewa l  fo r  S h an d a ,  an d  h er  d o g s  l i ke  i t  to o  
ap p aren t ly  as  th ey  o f ten  jo in  h er  o n  th e  p ad d le  b o ard  fo r  a  r id e .

P lease  jo in  me  in  congra tu la t ing  S handa  on  ach iev ing  25  years  o f  
se rv ice  a t  U B C .
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SHIRLEY YEE
Medicine,  Digital  
Solutions
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S h i r ley  s ta r ted  her  ca reer  w i th  U B C  in  1997  work ing  fo r  Facu l ty  o f  
Med ic ine  D ean 's  Of f ice  loca ted  a t  P o in t  Grey  IR C .  S he  can  s t i l l  
remember  back  then ,  the  con tac t  l i s t  fo r  the  D ean 's  o f f ice  cou ld  
f i t  on  a  s ing le  8 .5  x  11  Inch  paper .  

B e fo re  jo in ing  the  D ig i ta l  S o lu t ions  fami ly  in  2017  as  Lead ,  
R esource  C oord ina to r ,  S h i r ley  worked  in  va r ious  o ther  Facu l ty  o f  
Med ic ine  un i ts ,  such  as  S pace  P lann ing  and  Fac i l i t i es  
Management ,  S tuden t  A f fa i rs ,  and  the  MD  U ndergradua te  Of f ice .

S h i r ley  is  a  wea l th  o f  knowledge  and  a lways  has  everyone 's  bes t  
In te res t  a t  h ear t .  S h e  is  ve ry  g iv in g ,  k in d  an d  kn o wn  to  man y  as  
an  av id  b lo o d  d o n o r  w i th  o ver  100  d o n a t io n s .  H er  h o b b ies  in c lu d e  
t rave l ing ,  gym,  t ry ing  new res tauran ts ,  and  admir ing  cu te  pe ts .

S h i r ley ,  D ig i ta l  S o lu t ions  is  immense ly  lucky  and  g ra te fu l  tha t  you  
jo in ed  u s !

P lease  jo in  me  in  congra tu la t ing  S h i r ley  on  ach iev ing  25  years  o f  
se rv ice  a t  U B C .
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RAYSHAD SHARIF 
GOPAUL
Michael  Smith 
Laborator ies
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After  ear ly  par t - t ime work in the Depar tment  of  Zoology,  Ray joined 
UBC’s Michael  Smith Laboratory in 1999 as a  ful l - t ime Research 
Technician.   For  7  years he excel led in his  role  working wi th rodent  
animal  models of  immunology disorders,  subsequent ly  moving to 
UBC’s Animal  Care Services Depar tment 's  Reder ivat ion Faci l i ty  f rom 
2011 through 2014.   Thereaf ter  Ray held posi t ions at  UBC’s Centre 
for  Disease Model ing and at  ICORD var iously working on embryonic 
stems cel ls  and spinal  cord injury.   In 2017 he returned to his  roots 
in the Michael  Smith Laboratory most  recent ly  working on animal  
models of  brain diseases.

Spending the major i ty  of  his  career  working wi th animals,  Ray has 
exhibi ted outstanding ski l ls ,  dedicat ion and perseverance – notably  
making himsel f  avai lable  at  a l l  manner  of  day and t ime to ensure the 
safety  and wel l -being of  his  animals.

Whi le  Ray has an easygoing demeanour and deadly sense of  humour ,  
he is  appreciated most  for  the deep and quiet  sense of  k indness he 
br ings to his  work,  both for  animals and people.

Please join me in congratulat ing Ray on achieving 25 years of  
impact ful  service at  UBC.
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LIJUAN  SUN
Michael  Smith 
Laborator ies
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Li juan has always been the anchor  of  the teaching lab at  the Michael  
Smith Laborator ies.

She joined the teaching lab wi th her  botany background,  and 
together  wi th David Ng happi ly  helped create the var ied STEM 
educat ion programming that  has a l lowed the program to grow and 
garner  i ts  current  internat ional  reputat ion.

Not  just  content  wi th things being good behind the scenes,  she a lso 
helped guide many students,  young and old,  to see the wonder  and 
importance of  the scient i f ic  process.

Li juan is the l i tera l  “mother” of  the teaching lab!  And the Michael  
Smith Laborator ies is  so thankful  to have her  smi le  and warm-nature 
be par t  of  the community .

Li juan,  David in par t icular  thinks the wor ld of  you,  and can’ t  over  
express his  grat i tude for  your  support  throughout  his  career .  The 
program (and himsel f )  would not  be where they are today wi thout  
you.

Congratulat ions Li juan on 25 years of  service at  UBC!
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MAY DANG-LAWSON
Microbiology & 
Immunology
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May Dang-Lawson has kept the Gold and Matsuuchi
labs running smoothly since 1997 and has contr ibuted 
to every research project in both labs.  She is a co-
author on more than 20 research publicat ions and has 
assisted with many more.  Over the years May has 
welcomed more than 30 graduate students and 60 
undergraduates into the two labs,  provided them with 
essential  training,  guidance,  and support ,  and acted 
as a role model.  She is an effective problem solver  
who has helped many people in our labs and in our 
departments.  Most recently,  May has used her  
extensive experience in lab management to help two 
new faculty members set up their  UBC labs and get 
their  research projects up and running.  Over her  25 
years,  May has made an immense contr ibution to 
research,  training,  and mentoring at  UBC. 
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JOHN NOMELLINI
Microbiology & 
Immunology
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Dr.  John Nomell ini ,  better  known as NOMO, joined 
UBC as a postdoc in 1992 before working as a 
Research Associate,  and now is our Laboratory 
Program Manager.
NOMO is the go-to person in the Department of  
Microbiology and Immunology and several  good 
neighbors.  Off icial ly,  NOMO keeps our undergraduate 
lab courses humming along smoothly.   In real i ty he is 
also our sustainabi l i ty maven, master  of  equipment 
repair ,  navigator  the complex world of UBC faci l i t ies,  
and occasional ly teaches a course.   He is always 
wil l ing to help out in any way he can.   Outside of  UBC, 
John cares of his large family and is an involved 
community leader.   He is known to enjoy pint  with 
fr iends.   We are grateful  to have NOMO in our 
Department and congratulate him on 25 years of  staff  
service at  UBC. 
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GUILLERMA VENIEGAS

Microbiology & 
Immunology
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Guil lerma Veniegas,  Gi l ly,  started as a Laboratory 
Assistant in our Undergraduate Lab Support  group in 
1997.   
Gi l ly has eff iciently provided technical  support  for  our 
lab courses and research labs for  25 years.   She is 
always wil l ing to go the extra mile to accomplishing a 
team task.   Gi l ly makes sure that our labs have 
essential  supplies for  their  research projects.
Gil ly is marr ied and has 2 chi ldren.  Gi l ly plans to 
ret ire at  the end of this year  to spend t ime with her  
grand kids.   She has a green thumb and has a lovely 
f lower garden at  their  place.   She is also a great cook 
and enjoys preparing food for  her  family and fr iends.  
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NANCY BRUEGEMAN
Museum of Anthropology
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N ancy  is  MOA ’s  C o l lec t ions  Manager  and  the  Mis t ress  o f  D a ta !   
S he  has  an  amaz ing  memory  fo r  obscure  de ta i ls  abou t  ob jec ts  and  
museum h is to ry  and  is  ve ry  suppor t ive  o f  ex te rna l  researchers  
an d  th e i r  en d less  req u es ts  fo r  in fo rmat io n .   N an cy ’s  d ry  sa rcas t ic  
w i t  i s  we l l  kn o wn ,  esp ec ia l ly  wh en  cu ra to rs  th rea ten  to  ad d  mo re  
ob jec ts  to  the  co l lec t ions !   

N ancy  isn ’ t  a  morn ing  person  and  we  s tee r  c lea r  un t i l  she  comes  
to  l i f e  a t  co f fee  b reak !   N ancy  may  appear  to  have  a  g ru f f  su r face ,  
bu t  we  know there  is  a  so f t  cen te r  h id ing  wi th in .   S he  loves  j igsaw 
puzz les ,  l emon  squares  and  ca ts ,  and  d i l igen t ly  tends  a  
hummingb i rd  feeder  in  w in te r  w i th  a  l igh t  to  warm the i r  fea thery  
bums.   

Ou ts id e  wo rk ,  N an cy  an d  h er  p a r tn er  B i l l  lo ve  to  h ike  in  th e  
mounta ins  and  take  ho l idays  to  see  fami ly  and  soak  up  the  sun .

N ancy  shou ld  have  been  recogn ized  las t  year ,  so  we  congra tu la te  
her  on  26  years  a t  U B C !
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HEIDI SWIERENGA
Museum of Anthropology
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Heid i  Swierenga is  MOA’s  Super  Woman!   She is  responsib le  
for  conservat ion  care  o f  MOA’s  co l lect ions and specia l i zes  in  
bespoke t reatments .   Heid i  has spearheaded many large and  
successfu l  pro jects  and  programs over  the  years  work ing  
c losely  wi th  F i rs t  Nat ions communi t ies  and  in terns,  
research ing  and teach ing ,  and  lead ing  a  team of  museum 
professionals  in  the  BC Her i tage Emergency Recovery  
Network to  provide assistance in  emergency and  d isaster  
response.   Heid i  is  funny,  car ing  and support ive  and  much 
loved  and respected  by her  co l leagues.   

An  av id  cycl is t ,  Heid i  r ides to  work  every  day,  and  for  years  
towed two ch i ldren  up  the  h i l l  to  campus,  w i thout  an  e -b ike!   
Heid i ’s  husband Tom also  works at  UBC,  and  wi th  the i r  two 
ch i ldren  S idney and  Sebast ian ,  they spend the i r  weekends 
and  ho l idays t ravel l ing  to  t ra in ing  and  cycl ing  events  around 
BC and v is i t ing  fami ly  on  Sal t  Spr ing .   

Congratu lat ions on  25  years .  We know Heid i  w i l l  cont inue to  
do  great  th ings in  the  years  to  come!   
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GWILYN TIMMERS
Museum of Anthropology
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Gwilyn came to MOA in 1999 as MOA’s Booking Coordinator ,  and in 
2008 became the Museum’s Publ ic  Services Manager  overseeing 
MOA’s membership and faci l i ty  rentals  program,  Vis i tor  Informat ion 
Desk volunteers,  and providing t ra ining in customer  service to 
students and staf f .  

Over  the years,  Gwi lyn has arranged count less internat ional  
conference and corporate events,  celebrat ions,  and Fi rst  Nat ions 
and community  ceremonies – always br inging a high level  of  
professional ism to each event .    She champions MOA’s membership 
program,  providing except ional ,  personal ized support  to these 
important  f r iends.   Gwi lyn has a lso spent  many long nights 
supervis ing f i lm shoots at  the Museum,  most  recent ly  for  TV shows 
Altered Carbon,  Limel ight and Twi l ight  Zone .   Check them out !  

Every year  Gwi lyn spearheads clothing dr ives for  the Downtown 
Eastside Women’s Centre.    Gwi lyn and her  husband Travis  are 
proud of  thei r  two wonder ful  boys Sylvan and Mar lowe.  Gwi lyn is  
a lso an accompl ished singer ,  a  warm col league and car ing f r iend.

Congratulat ions Gwi lyn on 25 years of  service at  UBC.
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RICK KORNELSEN
Pacif ic Parkinson’s 
Research Centre
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Since his arr ival  at  UBC, Rick has been a pi lar of the 
PET animal research program. More recently,  he has 
been an invaluable member of  the newly formed NC4 
lab.  His dedication to the studies and the animals,  his 
expert ise,  ingenuity and above al l ,  common sense,  has 
made him an essential  component in al l  rodent 
research in the lab.  Rick exceeds al l  and every 
expectat ion: just tel l  him what needs to be done for  a 
project … and i t  gets done,  miraculously,  on t ime,  
cheerful ly and well !  Rick is soft-spoken, yet  strong in 
his professional  convict ions.  He is a valued col league,  
has a wonderful  personal i ty and a knack to smooth 
over any issues in the lab.  And he is always gung ho 
for  a beer  after  work!
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JESSAMYN MCKENZIE
Paci f ic  Park inson’s  
Research  Centre
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Jess  b eg an  h er  t ime  a t  U B C  in  th e  Mo vemen t  D iso rd ers  C l in ic  an d  
hav ing  d is t ingu ished  herse l f  ve ry  qu ick ly ,  was  asked  to  move  in to  
her  ro le  as  a  research  nurse  coord ina to r  invo lved  in  P E T  
scan n in g .  S h e  q u ick ly  fo u n d  th is  to  b e  h er  ca l l in g .  H er  warmth  
an d  co mp ass io n  a re  reg u la r ly  d escr ib ed  as  excep t io n a l  b y  s tu d y  
par t ic ip an ts .  These  persona l  charac te r is t ics ,  as  we l l  as  her  
ab so lu te  co mmi tmen t  an d  o rg an iza t io n a l  sk i l l s  h ave  p layed  a  
ma jo r  ro le  in  the  success  o f  our  s tud ies .   S he  is  equa l ly  ded ica ted  
in  a l l  asp ec ts  o f  h e r  wo rk ,  wh e th er  i t  i s  th e  ca re  sh e  sh o ws  to  
research  sub jec ts  o r  to  he r  co l leagues ,  she  genu ine ly  makes  t ime  
fo r  everyone .  S he  loves  to  have  fun  too  and  once  you  ge t  to  know 
her  you  d iscover  her  misch ievous  s ide !

Ou ts id e  o f  h e r  U B C  l i f e ,  sh e  lo ves  to  t rave l  an d  is  a lways  lo o k in g  
fo r  the  nex t  adven tu re  w i th  her  pa r tner  P edro  as  we l l  as  be ing  a  
p ro ud  mom to  her  ch i ld ren ,  Morgan  and  Jack .

We  a re  t ru ly  lu cky  to  h ave  Jess  o n  th e  P P R C  team an d  wish  fo r  
many  more  years  toge ther !
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RUJUN KANG
Pediatr ics
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As a  new Invest igator  a t  BC Chi ldren ’s  Hospi ta l  Research  
Inst i tu te  (BCCHR) ,  Ru jun was inst rumenta l  in  launching  my 
lab  in  2019.  She was br ing ing  an  outstanding  20  years  o f  
basic  sc ience research  exper ience and I  fe l t  ext remely  lucky.  
Ru jun worked t i re lessly  a t  bu i ld ing  my lab  using  her  
remarkab le  network ing  sk i l ls .  She has impacted  my 
professional  and  personal  l i fe ,  and  I  would  not  be  where  I  am 
now i f  i t  wasn’ t  Ru jun .   
Ru jun ’s genuine devot ion  to  and  passion  for  research  are  
t ru ly  insp i rat ional .  She is  a lways looking  to  ga in  new 
knowledge,  d iscover  and  ref ine  her  sk i l ls .  Ru jun is  h igh ly  
approachable ,  and  her  t ransparent  work ing  sty le  makes her  
an  excel lent  co l league that  we a l l  w ish  we had  in  our  team.  
She leads an  act ive  l i fe  and  spends qual i ty  t ime wi th  her  
fami ly  and  communi ty  o f  f r iends.  She loves to  t ravel  and  
en joys go ing  for  chal leng ing  h ikes.  
I  am thr i l l ed  that  Ru jun wi l l  be  ce lebrated  for  her  25  years  o f  
serv ice  at  UBC!
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HELENA LEE
Pediatr ics
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Helena is  present ly  the  Program Assistant  for  Subspecia l ty  
Tra in ing  Programs wi th in  the  Department  o f  Ped iat r ics .

S ince jo in ing  our  Department  a t  BC Chi ldren ’s  Hospi ta l  over  
ten  years  ago ,  Helena has worked  t i re lessly  to  support  
count less Subspecia l ty  Medica l  Tra inees,  and  through her  
commitment  to  her  work  has p layed  a  p ivota l  ro le  in  enab l ing  
enhanced medica l  t ra in ing  and  del ivery  o f  care  to  Ped iat r ics
Programs across the  Province and  a lso  for  those tak ing  the i r  
newly  developed sk i l ls  back to  the i r  home country  
inst i tu t ions.

In  add i t ion  to  the  admin ist rat ive  aspects  o f  her  ro le ,  Helena 
a lso  leads by example  as  a  l i fe  long  learner  having  recent ly  
completed  a  Masters  o f  Educat ion .

On behal f  o f  the  Department  and  our  Tra in ing  Programs,  we 
would  l ike  thank Helena for  her  cont inued ded icat ion  and 
congratu late  her  the  amazing  ach ievement  o f  25  Years  
Serv ice  at  UBC!  
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EMMA MACENTEE
Peter  Wall  Inst i tute for  
Advanced Studies
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E m m a  M a c E n t e e i s  t h e  S e n i o r  P r o g r a m  M a n a g e r  a t  t h e  P e t e r  W a l l  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  
A d v a n c e d  S t u d i e s  ( P W I A S ) .  S h e  h a s  b e e n  i n  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  f o r  t h e  l a s t  1 2  
y e a r s ,  E m m a  p r e v i o u s l y  w o r k e d  a t  d i f f e r e n t  U B C  u n i t s :  t h e D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
F a m i l y  P r a c t i c e ,  t h e O f f i c e  o f  I n f o r m a t i o n  T e c h n o l o g y  a n d  t h e P a c i f i c  
I n s t i t u t e  f o r  M a t h e m a t i c a l  S c i e n c e s . A m o n g  n u m e r o u s  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  t a s k s  
i n c l u d e d  i n  h e r  e x c e p t i o n a l  s e r v i c e ,  E m m a  h a s  c o n t r i b u t e d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  
a d d i t i o n a l  d e s i g n  a n d  p r o g r a m  m a n a g e m e n t  e x p e r t i s e  i n  a d v a n c i n g  t h e  c o r e  
r e s e a r c h  p r o g r a m s  o f  t h e  I n s t i t u t e .  S h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  a n d  h a s  w r i t t e n  a  l a r g e  
p a r t  o f  t h e  w o r k  p r o c e s s e s  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  t h a t  s e r v e  a s  
t h e  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  P W I A S  g r a n t i n g  p r o g r a m s ,  a n d  c o n t i n u e s  t o  w o r k  o n  t h e i r  
o n g o i n g  d e v e l o p m e n t . E m m a h a s  d e m o n s t r a t e d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  s k i l l  a n d  
p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m  i n  a d d r e s s i n g  s i g n i f i c a n t  c h a l l e n g e s  f a c e d  b y  t h e  I n s t i t u t e .

E m m a  h a s  a l s o  m a n a g e d  l a r g e  s u c c e s s f u l  r e s e a r c h  a n d  o u t r e a c h  r e l a t e d  
i n i t i a t i v e s  f o r  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  a n d  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  s u s t a i n e d  p r o g r a m  o f  
n e t w o r k i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  P W I A S  a l u m n i .  E m m a  h a s  r e p e a t e d l y  
d e m o n s t r a t e d  v i s i o n  a n d  i n i t i a t i v e  i n  c o n c e p t u a l i z i n g  a n d  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  t h e  
c a p a c i t y  o f  t h e  I n s t i t u t e .  S h e  u n d e r t a k e s  a d d i t i o n a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o v e r  a n d  
a b o v e  t h o s e  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  h e r  n o r m a l  d u t i e s .  A s  t h e  I n t e r i m  d i r e c t o r  o f  
P W I A S ,  I  c a n  s a y  t h a t E m m a  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  d e d i c a t e d  a n d  c o m m i t t e d  
s t a f f  I  h a v e  e v e r  w o r k e d  w i t h .  T h e  P e t e r  W a l l  I n s t i t u t e  i s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  s i t e  
f o r  r e s e a r c h  e x c e l l e n c e  w i t h i n  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  w e  a r e  g r a t e f u l  
t o  h a v e  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  a c k n o w l e d g e  t h e  e x c e p t i o n a l  s e r v i c e  o f  a  P W I A S  
s t a f f  m e m b e r  w h o  i s  w o r k i n g  s o  d i l i g e n t l y  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  f u l f i l l s  
i t s  r o l e s  a n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .
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JAMAL KURTU
Pharmaceutical  Sciences
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JENNIFER JANICKI
Psychology
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Jennifer  is an alumni of  UBC Psychology,  having 
completed her Bachelor  of  Arts in Psychology before 
joining UBC as a staff  member in 1997.   She worked in 
the Registrar ’s off ice and School of  Nursing before 
‘coming home’ to Psychology in 2003 to become our 
Undergraduate Advisor.   
In support ing our undergraduate program, Jennifer  
invar iably treats al l  students with genuine respect,  
l istening attentively and empathetical ly.   This is no 
small  feat ,  given our undergraduate program currently 
supports 2000 majors.
Jennifer  is also a del ightful  col league,  who can be 
found sharing a laugh with instructors,  swapping 
recipes with coworkers,  or  part icipating in our 
community garden.
Jennifer ,  Psychology is so thankful  for  al l  that you do! 
Please join me in congratulat ing Jennifer  on achieving 
25 years of  service at  UBC.
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CINDY NAHM
Science,  Dean's Off ice
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How i t  i s  possib le  that  Cindy has worked  at  UBC for  25  
Years?  She star ted  in  October  1997 wi th  the  Chan Centre ,  and  
short ly  moved to  the  Regist rar ’s  Of f ice  where  she p layed  a  
ro le  in  support ing  students  through reg ist rat ion ,  schedul ing  
and  systems.  She is  now Assistant  Dean ,  Students  in  the  
Facu l ty  o f  Science.

As a  leader  in  the  Facu l ty  o f  Science and  UBC,  Cindy is  ab le  
to  qu ick ly  analyze  mul t ip le  d imensions o f  a  complex issue 
and  proact ive ly  adapt  a  co l lect ive  approach .  She has st rong 
re la t ionships across campus that  a l low her  to  co l laborate  to  
make the  impossib le  possib le .  

C indy loves to  sk i  w i th  her  husband and tw in  daughters .  She 
is  an  av id  cycl is t  and  recent ly  completed  the  2022 Grand 
Fondo,  a  122km race f rom Vancouver  to  Whist ler  which ,  you  
wi l l  note ,  is  a l l  up  h i l l .

Th is  determinat ion  speaks to  Cindy’s  work ,  where  she 
constant ly  s t r ives  to  make UBC bet ter  for  s tudents .
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KIM KILOH
Stewart  Blusson
Quantum Matter  Insti tute
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Kim never  guessed a  par t - t ime job  in  her  f i rs t  week at  UBC –
making  sandwiches wi th  Rose,  who sent  the  best  dat ing  
prospects  to  Kim's  l ine  – would  lead  to  the  25-year  c lub .  
Kim's  love for  communi ty  and  educat ion  brought  her  to  
Student  Housing .  She says the  lessons learned  whi le  
mediat ing  conf l ic ts ,  t roubleshoot ing  f loods,  and  persuading  
students  a  par ty  was indeed  over . . .  remain  surpr is ing ly  
re levant  more  than  two decades la ter .  
For  15  years ,  K im worked  in  s tudent  development ,  inc lud ing  
as  inaugura l  D i rector  o f  the  Centre  for  Student  Invo lvement  & 
Careers .  Her  leadersh ip  was recognized  wi th  the  2019 
President ’s  Serv ice  Award  for  Excel lence.  Under  Kim’s  
d i rect ion ,  career  serv ices,  Jump Star t ,  Imagine,  and  Work 
Learn  were  expanded and st rengthened,  reach ing  thousands 
o f  s tudents  every  year .  
K im now br ings her  cur ios i ty ,  sk i l ls ,  and  hear t  to  Blusson
QMI ,  one o f  UBC’s  lead ing  research  endeavours.  In  her  spare  
t ime,  she en joys get t ing  outs ide ,  especia l ly  w i th  her  fami ly !  
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CASEY BOURQUE
Student Housing & 
Community Services
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Casey joined the Bookstore in November 1997 as a 
"f loater" on the retai l  f loor ,  spending most of  her  t ime 
helping in clothing & Departmental  Sales/Stat ionery.  
By 1999 a ful l - t ime posit ion opened up in 
Departmental  Sales/Stat ionery so she worked on the 
shop f loor for  many years before moving up to the 
warehouse.  Casey would l ike to thank al l  her  
col leagues past and present who have helped her 
along the way,  many of whom feel  l ike fr iends & 
family.  She is honoured to l ive and work on the 
beauti ful  unseeded Musqueam terr i tory that the UBC 
campus sits upon.
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CONRAD DELA CRUZ

Student Housing & 
Community Services
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Conrad has been a fr iendly face to students and 
guests al ike while contr ibuting to Student Housing 
and Community Services.   He takes pr ide is helping 
our residents and providing a personal  touch in a 
place where many are away from home for  the f irst  
t ime. 
Conrad spends his t ime outside of work with his two 
sons,  Nick and Nathan, and his wife of  28 years,  
Veronica.  He can often be found cycl ing in and around 
Pitt  Meadows or  boating on Alouette Lake.   
Conrad is a quiet  leader that leads by doing.   He is 
f i rst  person on site when there is something urgent,  
providing a calm presence for  his co-workers.  
Conrad is so committed to his work at  UBC that he 
leaves his home at  5:45am for  an 8am start!
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MARK GERLACH
Student Housing & 
Community Services
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LES KUPILLAS
Student Housing & 
Community Services
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Les joined UBC in 1997 and transferred to SHCS in 
1999 as a plasterer  and has been a t ireless worker,  
col league and leader for  those 25 years. Other than 
his outstanding work within his Trade,  Les also served 
his union,  being a shop steward for  CUPE 116 for  2 
years. Most recently Les was awarded the Head 
Trades posit ion with SHCS, overseeing 35 
Tradespeople - a job he has excel led at . Other than 
his passion for  spending t ime with his family and 
hunting,  his dedication to SHCS is second to none and 
we are lucky to have him!

Congratulat ions on 25 years Les - we hope you stay 
another 25!
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AGUSTIN ALEXI 
PERAZA MARTINEZ
Student Housing & 
Community Services
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ADAM PROKSA
Student Housing & 
Community Services
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MIKE ROTH
Student Housing & 
Community Services
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M i c h a e l  R o t h  h a s  h a d  q u i t e  t h e  a r c  i n  h i s  U B C  c a r e e r  t r a j e c t o r y .  
S t a r t i n g  a s  a n  h o u r l y  S a l e s  C l e r k  i n  1 9 9 7 ,  w i t h  i n c r e m e n t a l  p r o m o t i o n s  
e v e r y  f e w  y e a r s  u n t i l  f i n a l l y  a  b i t t e r s w e e t  p r o m o t i o n  t o  S e n i o r  T r a d e  
B u y e r  i n  2 0 1 3 .

M i k e ’ s  l a i d b a c k  a n d  d i p l o m a t i c  s t y l e  o f  ‘ m a s s a g i n g  t h e  m e s s a g e ’  i s  
a d m i r e d  i m m e n s e l y  b y  a l l  h i s  c o w o r k e r s  a t  t h e  B o o k s t o r e ,  b u t  w h a t  
i n s p i r e s  t h e  m o s t  i s  h i s  b r a v e  a t t e m p t  a t  c l i m b i n g  C h o m o l u n g m a ( o n l y  
s t o p p i n g  t o  m e d i t a t e  a l o n g  t h e  w a y  a n d  t h e n  h a v i n g  h i s  a s c e n t  
t h w a r t e d  b y  a  p a p e r  c u t  a t  b a s e  c a m p  w h i l e  r e a d i n g  t h e  B o d h i d h a r m a ) .

M i k e ’ s  z e n d e v o t i o n  i s  o n l y  m a t c h e d  b y  h i s  l o n g  f l o w i n g  h a i r  a n d  h i s  
a m b i t i o n  t o  h a v e  t h e  n e x t  b e s t  H o m e  I m p r o v e m e n t  s h o w  o n  H G T V .  H i s  
A p r i l  1 s t ,  2 0 1 5  b o o k  r e l e a s e ,  S c a n d a l  a t  U B C  B o o k s t o r e ,  w h i l e  n e v e r  
h a v i n g  b e e n  a v a i l a b l e ,  i s  a  m y t h i c a l  c u l t  c l a s s i c  a n d  w i d e l y  s o u g h t  
a f t e r  b y  o n l y  t h e  m o s t  r i d i c u l o u s  b o o k  a f i c i o n a d o s .

W e  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  w i t n e s s i n g  M i k e ’ s  c o n t i n u e d  s u c c e s s  a n d  d i v e r s e ,  
s o m e  w o u l d  s a y  m a g i c a l ,  b o o k  b u y i n g  e x p e r t i s e  f o r  m a n y  m o r e  y e a r s ,  
i n  w h i c h e v e r  a l t e r n a t e  r e a l i t y  h e  e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  h i s  w o r k  l i f e .

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  a n d  t h a n k  y o u  f o r  2 5  y e a r s  M i k e  ! !
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PARMIL SHARMA
Student Housing & 
Community Services
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DEBORAH THOMPSON
Student  Housing  & 
Communi ty  Serv ices
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Deb came to  UBC Chi ld  Care  Serv ices on  August  25 ,  1997.    
Over  her  25  years  a t  CCS,  Deb has bu i l t  endur ing  and st rong 
re la t ionships wi th  th is  CCS communi ty .   You can  o f ten  f ind  
an  educator  or  a  program manager  s i t t ing  in  her  red  chai r ,  
beside her  wal l  o f  F leuvog shoes,  seeking  her  advice ,  
comfort ,  gu idance and  f r iendship .
I t  i s  the  ear ly  ch i ldhood educators  themselves who insp i re  
and  inv igorate  Deb’s  work .   She ref lects  gratefu l ly  upon the  
t ime that  has spent  over  the  years  v is i t ing  set t ings for  
ch i ldren ,  recal l ing  how the ch i ldren  o f ten  demanded to  know 
why she was there  and  whose mom she was.   She is  s lowly  
coming  to  terms wi th  now being  asked  why she is  there  and  
whose grandma she is !
Deb is  the  most  proud o f  her  two daughters  and  the  h igh l ight  
o f  her  career  a t  UBC was estab l ish ing  the  mixed  age 
programs.   Deb ’s  hopes and dreams for  the  fu ture  o f  UBCCCS 
is  to  ensure  that  a  so l id  foundat ion  o f  in tent ional  
pedagogical  th ink ing  is  la id  before  she r ides o f f  in to  the  
sunset  w i th  a  compl icated  book in  her  hand and  a  fancy pai r  
o f  shoes on  her  feet .
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HING WO TSUI
Student Housing & 
Community Services
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MELANIE WALTERS
Student Housing & 
Community Services
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Melan ie  jo ined  U B C  C h i ld  C are  S erv ices  on  A ugust  18 ,  1997  as  an  
E ar ly  C h i ldhood  E duca to r .   S he  journeyed  th rough  a  va r ie ty  o f  
d i f fe ren t  C C S  se t t ings  over  the  years ,  enhanc ing  each  one  wi th  
her  love  o f  ga rden ing ,  in te r io r  des ign  and  r isky  p lay  be fo re  
g race fu l ly  mov ing  th rough  to  enr ich  ano ther  one .   Me l  comple ted  
bo th  her  B A  and  MA  in  educa t ion  wh i le  work ing  fu l l  t ime ,  an  
acco mp l ish men t  th a t  sh e  is  ve ry  p ro u d  o f .   S h e  n o w is  a  P ro g ram 
Manager  and  mentor  to  many  o f  U B C  C h i ld  C are  S erv ices ’  ea r ly  
ch i ld h o o d  ed u ca to rs .
Me l  loves  to  t rave l  and  p re fe rs  p laces  tha t  a re  ho t ,  though  she  
does  spend  t ime  in  To f ino  every  year  w i th  her  mom,  dad ,  s is te r  
an d  d o g  L u cy .   T h e  fa r th es t  away  Me l  h as  t rave l led  was  to  H ero n  
Is lan d  in  A u s t ra l ia  an d  sh e  h as  an  u p co min g  t r ip  to  I t a ly  p lan n ed  
fo r  2023  where  she  p lans  to  v is i t  the  wor ld  famous  ch i ld  ca re  
se t t in g s  o f  R eg g io  E mi l ia .
Me l  loves  pas ta  and  f ine  w ine ,  a  good  dark  n ’  s to rmy  and  ea ts  a t  
l eas t  ½  a  cu cu mb er  every  d ay !
On e  o f  Me l ’s  favour i te wo rk  memo r ies  was  co -c rea t in g  th e  r i tu a l  
o f  hav ing  a  bon f i re  w i th  the  ch i ld ren ,  fami l ies  and  co l leagues  
wh en  sh e  was  th e  sen io r  su p erv iso r  in  K i t t iwake .   P ro vo ca t ive  
poss ib i l i t i es  and  hopes  and  d reams  fo r  ch i ld ren  and  the i r  se t t ing  
keep s  Me l  ig n i ted  an d  en g ag ed  in  h er  wo rk  a t  U B C .
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PAUL WONG
Student Housing & 
Community Services
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CAROL YOUNG
Student Housing & 
Community Services
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C aro l  jo ined  the  S tuden t  H ous ing  team as  the  F ron t  D esk  
S uperv isor  in  1997  and  p romoted  to  the  R es idence  L i fe  Manager  in  
2002 .  C aro l  was  p ro mo ted  ag a in  to  h er  cu r ren t  ro le  as  th e  
A ssoc ia te  D i rec to r  fo r  R es idence  f ron t  desk  admin is t ra t ion  in  
2012 .  
C aro l  works  t i re less ly  to  manage  10  f ron t  desks  se rv ing  13 ,200  
res idence  s tuden ts .  C aro l  knows  the  nooks  and  c rann ies  o f  every  
res idence  f ron t  desk  and  can  share  the  s tandard  opera t ing  
p ro cedures  in  her  s leep .  C aro l  has  many  s t reng ths ,  bu t  one  we ’d  
be  remiss  to  fo rge t  is  he r  ap t i tude  fo r  re f lec t ion ,  and  insp i r ing  
th is  in  o thers .  R e f lec t ion  is  a  co re  aspec t  o f  R es idence  L i fe  
t ra in ing  tha t  cap t iva tes  the  a t ten t ion  o f  250  R es idence  A dv isors  
an n u a l ly ;  mak in g  i t  a  g i f t  th a t  sh e  h as  sh ared  wi th  th o u san d s  o f  
s ta f f  a t  U B C .  S h e  h as  to u ch ed  mu l t ip le  yo u n g  p ro fess io n a ls ’  l i ves  
th rough  her  mentorsh ip  and  gu idance .  
C aro l  loves  spend ing  t ime  wi th  he r  fami ly ,  and  her  hobb ies  
in c lu d e  co o k in g ,  read in g ,  sp i r i tu a l  d i rec t io n ,  an d  t rave l l in g .  
We  a re  th an k fu l  th a t  C aro l  i s  w i th  u s  an d  co n t in u in g  to  b e  th e  
vo ice  o f  reaso n .  C o n g ra tu la t io n s  to  C aro l  fo r  h e r  su ccess fu l  25  
years  o f  se rv ice  a t  U B C .  
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LONG-JUN DAI
Surgery
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Longjun jo ined  the  Ike  Barber  Human Is le t  Transplant  
Laboratory  as  a  research  assistant  in  2003 af ter  spending  8  
years  at  the  Nephro logy Div is ion  in  Department  o f  Medic ine .
Longjun is  an  ind ispensable  team p layer  in  our  human is le t  
t ransplant  program,  he  has made great  contr ibut ions to  our  
protoco l  and  Standard  Operat ing  Procedures development  
,which  enable  us  to  e f fect ive ly  iso late  h igh  qual i f ied  
pancreas is le t  ce l ls  for  c l in ica l  t ransp lant .
Longjun loves spending  t ime wi th  h is  fami ly .   He en joys 
carpentry ,  garden ing  and  f ish ing  in  h is  spare  t ime.  He a lso  
f requents  yard  sa les  to  f ind  i tems he can  apply  h is  carpentry  
sk i l ls  on ,  but  o f  course,  h is  garage is  p i led  up  wi th  these 
i tems.
Longjun ,  the  Human Is le t  t ransplant  Laboratory  wi l l  be  
e ternal ly  appreciat ive  o f  your  work  wi th  us!  P lease jo in  us  in  
congratu lat ing  Lonjun on ach iev ing  25  years  o f  serv ice  at  
UBC.
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MARK O'BRIEN
UBC Information 
Technology
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M a r k  O ’ B r i e n ’ s  j o u r n e y  t o  U B C  h a s  b e e n  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  o n e .   H e  w a s  b o r n  i n  
S o u t h  L o n d o n ,  E n g l a n d  a n d  m o v e d  t o  N e w  Z e a l a n d  a t  a g e  4 .   I n  1 9 8 7  M a r k  
l e f t  N e w  Z e a l a n d  a n d  m e t  h i s  w i f e - t o - b e ,  L o u i s e ,  i n  A u s t r i a  w h e r e  t h e y  
r e t u r n e d  t o  N e w  Z e a l a n d  t o  m a r r y .   M a r k  f o u n d  h i s  w a y  t o  V a n c o u v e r  i n  1 9 9 1  
( L o u i s e ’ s  h o m e t o w n )  a n d  b e g a n  h i s  c a r e e r  a t  U B C  i n  1 9 9 7  a f t e r  g r a d u a t i n g  
f r o m  B C I T .   M a r k  a n d  L o u i s e  h a v e  t w o  d a u g h t e r s  J o c e l y n  ( 2 4 )  a n d  G a b b i e
( 1 9 )  w h o  a r e  b o t h  c u r r e n t l y  a t t e n d i n g  u n i v e r s i t y .
M a r k  s t a r t e d  a t  t h e  U B C  I T  d e p a r t m e n t  a s  t h e  f i r s t  h i r e  f o r  t h e  p i o n e e r i n g  
U n i v e r s i t y  N e t w o r k i n g  P r o j e c t  ( t o  u p g r a d e  a n d  s t a n d a r d i z e  n e t w o r k  
c o n n e c t i v i t y  i n  a l l  U B C  P o i n t  G r e y  b u i l d i n g s … o v e r  3 0 0 )  w h i c h  b e g a n  i n  1 9 9 7 .   
H i s  r o l e  f o r  t h e  U N P  w a s  t o ,  b u i l d i n g - b y - b u i l d i n g ,  r e m o v e  t h e  d a t e d  I T  
c a b l i n g  a n d  i n s t a l l  m o d e r n  c o p p e r  a n d  f i b r e c a b l i n g ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  a c h i e v e  t o p  
d a t a  n e t w o r k i n g  a c r o s s  t h e  U B C  C a m p u s .
O v e r  h i s  c a r e e r  a t  U B C ,  M a r k  h a s  b e e n  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  
m o d e r n i z a t i o n  a n d  o p e r a t i o n  o f  U B C ’ s  I T  n e t w o r k i n g  a n d  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e .   
W h e t h e r  i t  w a s  t h e  r a p i d  g r o w t h  o f  U B C ’ s  I n t e r n e t  a n d  n e t w o r k  a c c e s s ,  o r  t h e  
o n c e  i n  a  c e n t u r y  c h a n g e  i n  p h o n e  t e c h n o l o g y  ( f r o m  a n a l o g  t o  V o i c e  O v e r  
I P ) … M a r k  h a s  s e e n  i t  a l l  a n d  b e e n  a  k e y  c o n t r i b u t o r .
M a r k  h a s  a  w o n d e r f u l  p a s s i o n  f o r  h i s  c a r e e r  a n d  v e r y  m u c h  e n j o y s  b e i n g  o u t  
o n  c a m p u s  e v e r y  d a y ,  m e e t i n g  n e w  f a c e s  a n d  m a i n t a i n i n g  m a n y  l o n g - t e r m  
r e l a t i o n s h i p s .   O u t s i d e  o f  U B C  M a r k  e n j o y s  t i m e  a t  h i s  c a b i n  o n G a l i a n o ,  
w i t h  h i s  w i f e  a n d  t h e i r  b e l o v e d  d o g s .  H e  a l s o  s t i l l  i s  k n o w n  t o  s p e n d  t i m e  
“ j a m m i n g ”  g u i t a r  i n  g a r a g e  b a n d s  h e r e  a n d  t h e r e .




