
 DR. DAVID W. STRANGWAY, O.C.

Some Favourite Anecdotes

·   Walking around as a young boy in Africa with salt in your 
pocket so you could dip the flying ants you caught in your 
pocket of salt before you ate them

·   Almost dying in Africa from the “cure” to the river 
blindness you had contracted – you described 
experiencing days and days of fever and agonizing pain

·  Getting 8% in your first year of chemistry at U of T!

·   Memorizing entire Shakespearean plays for your exams in 
Rhodesia

·   Saving Trish from certain death by rattlesnake bite when 
she escaped her crib while camping in Arizona

·   The time you were doing field work for Shell near Hinton 
Alberta and you and your partner decided to ford a 
raging river in your work vehicle. You were forced to 
abandon the vehicle and swim to shore, then hike for 
help.  Later, you had to explain to Shell how and why you 
had lost their vehicle

·   Being asked at the Canada/US border when we were 
moving back to Canada from Texas whether you had 
anything “animal, mineral or vegetable” to declare and you 
replying that all you had was “a bunch of moon rocks” – 
border patrol laughed like you had made a great joke!

Richard, Susan and Trish

Alice Strangway and kids David Strangway at University



DAVID W. STRANGWAY
Memories of Dad

Once, after spending most of my term in Florida, I managed to persuade 
Dad to teach me grade 13 Calculus. After several stern lectures, we got to 
work. Dad wasn’t one to coddle his students, always encouraging them to 
dig deeper and discover the answers from within. I finished second in that 
class and when I thanked Dad for all his help, he said, “I didn’t do it, you did.”
In his 40s, Dad did some geophysical work for the U.S. Navy in the Nevada 
desert, along with two helicopter crewmen in their 20s. Their helicopter 
malfunctioned, stranding them 20-plus miles from the nearest highway. 
With no radio, Dad, a seasoned field geologist, used a contour map to find 
a streambed they could follow out.  Dad led the arduous trek but the 
others had to stop. Dad recorded their location on the map and pressed 
on, hiking all night. He hitched a ride and returned to rescue the crew. 
Most people knew my dad as an unassuming administrator, but he was 
also one of the toughest guys I ever met!

I really miss you, Dad.  Richard
❖ ❖ ❖    

Thank you, Dad. You not only reached for the stars, you literally brought 
me the moon! I will never forget the day you brought moon rocks to my 
Grade 2 class and passed them around. You eagerly took questions from 
the children, answering with an open and pure heart. I was that day, and 
remain, deeply and intensely proud of you.
I will forever cherish the dolls and interesting curios that you brought 
back from your extensive world travels.  To me, you will always be perfect 
and profound. Your intellect was powerful and charming.  An enchanting 
and sincere spirit was ever-present in your eyes. You leave this world a 
much better place than you found it, by igniting an immense passion for 
Arts and Science that will endure for generations. I am honoured to be 
your daughter and knowing you has been a joyous privilege.
 

Goodbye Dad. I love you. Susan
❖ ❖ ❖    

Dad, when it comes to you, the saying “he had an incredibly full life” is 
an enormous understatement. No matter when you left us, it would 
have been too soon.  I know you had so much left to do – books to write, 
lectures to give, memories to make.  Your genius was infinite and you 
could easily have filled another 82 years with your immense gifts.
You were an optimist, always seeing the positive in any situation, especially 
when the positive wasn’t immediately apparent. The more insurmountable 
the task, the more you rose to the challenge.  So many have described 
you as “genuine” and it’s true. You were a unique blend of intelligence and 
accomplishment, approachability and genuineness. I loved all the time we 
spent together and am especially thankful to have had you so close by 
for the last several years. I know how much you loved our Saturday night 
dinners, and we did too! Your intelligence, strength and spirit live on in 
your five grandkids who are all so proud of their Grandpa. Saturday nights 
will never be the same. 

Love you always. Trish

Quest Team Will Honour
Founder Dr. David Strangway

PETER ENGLERT
It is truly an honour for the Quest University Canada community to celebrate 
the life and enduring legacy of our founder, Dr. David Strangway.  After 
enjoying a noteworthy career at the highest levels of higher education, he 
had the foresight to propose a new private university where students create 
their own communities, choose their own questions, and integrate ideas across 
disciplinary boundaries to address global problems.  Our Tutors follow with 
great zeal the Academic Plan David suggested and formulated when Quest first 
opened its doors. This means that as Quest this year marks its 10th Anniversary, 
we are already long into the process of upholding our vow to “Ever Honour 
Quest Founder David Strangway.”
Founding tutor Glen van Brummelen fondly remembers David as “the powerful 
scholar in the hard hat,” turning ideas into reality, while Eric Gorham, another 
founding tutor, recalls David’s “tact, grace, and political savvy” in guiding the 
Sea to Sky Act through the B.C. legislature.  
❖ ❖ ❖ 
After nearly a decade of existence, David’s vision has thrived. Quest University 
Canada offers an interdisciplinary Bachelor of Arts & Sciences degree (B.A.&Sc.); 
the block plan; a 20:1 faculty to student ratio; a residential campus that fosters 
community; hands-on, experiential learning; a question-driven, self-designed 
academic plan that promotes student autonomy; a drive to explore innovative 
ideas tempered by continual reflection and revision; and a built environment 
that reflects our educational philosophy. 
Art historian Jamie Kemp is currently using the Strangway Archives to teach 
students hands-on how to preserve, catalogue, and exhibit original photographs 
and materials from the Apollo lunar missions.  One student noted, “That’s the 
beauty of Quest. Every block has something hidden in it and David Strangway 
continues to surprise us.” 
 ❖ ❖ ❖ 
David’s ideas are realized in every aspect of our university: in breakout room 
debates and Keystone presentations, field trips to Antarctica and study abroad 
in Bhutan, student-run upcycling centers and faculty-tended apiaries, shared 
stories, songs, and laughs.       
How did this ambitious, intellectual endeavor become our daily reality? The 
answer is quite amazing: it’s just the way David saw things and for that we will 
be forever grateful.
And so it is, and may I reiterate, that Quest University will ever honor him —
every time we open our doors to our students and present them with David’s 
precepts, concepts and philosophies about post-secondary education and its 
adaptive, intuitive and baseline role in our ever-changing society.



A Celebration of the Accomplished Life of
DAVID WILLIAM STRANGWAY, Ph.D., FRSC, O.C.

June 7, 1934 – December 13, 2016

The Robert H. Lee Alumni Centre, University of British Columbia
3:30 p.m. Friday, February 3, 2017

MC : Mr. Peter Ufford
Founding Director, Quest University Canada

Former Vice-President External Affairs 
The University of British Columbia

MUSICAL PERFORMANCE 
Trumpet Voluntary – Jeremiah Clarke
Tom Shorthouse, Trumpet

REMARKS
Dr. Jafar Arkani-Hamed
Professor Emeritus, Physics
University of Toronto

MUSICAL PERFORMANCE
Jerusalem – Sir Hubert Parry
University Singers
Graeme Langager, Conductor
Emily Logan, Piano

REMARKS  

Dr. Daniel R. Birch
Chancellor, Quest University Canada
Provost and Vice-President Academic
Emeritus  The University of British 
Columbia
Dr. Robert H. Lee, C.M., O.B.C.
Chancellor Emeritus
The University of British Columbia

Dr. Martha C. Piper, O.C., O.B.C.
President Emeritus,
The University of British Columbia

MUSICAL PERFORMANCE
The Trumpet Shall Sound from  
Messiah – (George Frideric Handel)
Tom Shorthouse, Trumpet 
Jason Klippenstein, Baritone
Richard Epp, Piano

REMARKS

Ms. Manon Harvey
Vice-President, Finance and Corporate 
Services Canada Foundation for  
Innovation

Mr. Blair Forrest
On behalf of the Strangway Family

MUSICAL PERFORMANCE
All Through the Night 
Music: Edward Jones
Lyrics: Sir Harold Boulton
University Singers
Graeme Langager, Conductor 
Emily Logan, Piano

The Strangway Family looks forward to meeting old friends at the conclusion 
of this Program.  In the meantime light refreshments will be served.  

David and Donald 
Angola

Medical Missionaries, Angola

David was the son of two pioneering Canadian missionaries, Dr. Walter and Mrs. 
Alice Strangway. Together they worked in Angola for the United Church of Canada 
between 1927 and 1967, providing native Angolans and others with medical and 
surgical treatment. Incredibly, they built a 140-bed hospital at Chissamba in Bie 
Province and established 43 village clinics. During their time in Angola, David’s 
father performed a remarkable 40,000 surgeries. David’s mother conducted 
research on nutritional deficiencies and diseases of the African people, including 
malaria, sleeping sickness, leprosy, river blindness and tuberculosis.
David was born while Walter and Alice were on furlough in Simcoe, Ontario. He 
and his young brother, Donald, grew up in Angola, studying in Huambo Province, 
some 450 km southeast of the capital city of Luanda. As a young boy the Angolan 
community gave David the name Cikomo, meaning “miracle worker” in the 
Umbundu language. David and Donald attended high school in Zimbabwe (then 
known as Southern Rhodesia). In 1952, David returned to Canada and entered the 
University of Toronto, where he ultimately obtained his PhD in physics. In early 
2004 he returned to Angola as a special envoy and leader of a Canadian delegation 
in a bid to create a stronger partnership between the two countries. “People always 
ask me how I maintained my drive during my varied career paths,” David Strangway 
once said. “I always tell them it’s simple. When the going gets tough, I simply think of 
how my parents continued to practice medicine to reduce the daunting odds that 
daily beset their patients.” David made his last visit to Angola in 2015 as keynote 
speaker to the 4th National Conference on Science and Technology.

Walter, Alice, David and 
Donald Strangway



After arriving on Point Grey in 1985, David 
Strangway wasted no time pursuing his bold 
vision to transform UBC from a respected, but 
regionally focused university into an international 
centre of research excellence. 
It was a vision from which he could not be 
deterred, even when faced with a series of cuts 
to university funding that were announced 
almost immediately after his appointment, and 
which threatened to undermine his aspirations as 
UBC’s 10th President and Vice-Chancellor. 
Infused with the determination of a lunar 
explorer, he maintained the only perspective 
that had ever made sense to him, that of looking 
straight up, and in defiance of gravity or any 
other force that might impede the progress of 
his mission.
In immediate response to the reductions in 
public funding, he persuaded the provincial 
government to establish a new fund to support 
research excellence. He then went to work on a 
much bigger plan. 
Launched in 1989 through the expertise of 
Peter Ufford,   the World of Opportunity capital 
campaign was the most successful fund-raising 
program in Canadian history, raising over $260 
million in four years. 

With the aid of friend and UBC governor Bob 
Lee, David created another significant source 
of funding, a real estate corporation known 
today as UBC Properties Trust, which through 
99-year leasehold agreements  of dormant UBC 
property has raised just over one billion dollars 
and transformed the campus into a vibrant and 
sustainable community.
The success of the campaign and the expansion 
of residential development combined to escalate 
UBC’s endowment from $85 million in 1985 to 
over $500 million by the time David retired from 
UBC in 1997. 
The endowment provided increasing levels of 
support for students and scholars alike, thereby 
serving to steadily enhance UBC’s reputation for 
excellence in various fields and disciplines. 
It also paid dividends in the form of new 
buildings. Utilizing a combination of internal 
and provincial financing, the University spent 
almost a billion dollars in new construction during 
David’s presidency, including the Biotechnology 
Lab that would later become the Michael Smith 
Laboratories; the David Lam Management 
Research Centre; First Nations Longhouse; Walter 
C. Koerner Library, and the Chan Centre for the 
Performing Arts, to name only a few.

With these buildings came many new programs in 
research and learning, along with the creation of 
new centres such as the Peter Wall Institute for 
Advanced Studies; the Sustainable Development 
Research Institute, and the Liu Centre for the 
Study of Global Issues. 
David further demonstrated his remarkable 
foresight by stressing the value of 
internationalization, especially the importance 
of building connectivity between UBC and Asia, 
including with growing numbers of engaged 
Asian alumni. 
Members of the university’s leadership 
community were well aware that even as David 
bade farewell as president, the university he 
left behind would maintain its steep trajectory 
for years to come, prompting Robert Wyman, 
former UBC Chancellor and World of Opportunity 
Chair, to remark: 
“The real contribution of David Strangway to 
the university, to the people of British Columbia 
and to Canada will not be fully understood until 
several years after his presidency. At that time his 
greatness and contributions will be recognized, 
and his place as UBC’s number one president 
acknowledged.”
Indeed, UBC has continued to ascend into 

the upper echelons of advanced learning and 
research, eventually securing its current ranking 
among the top 30-40 universities in the world.  
Widely regarded as one of the most successful 
presidents in the history of Canadian universities, 
David continued to indirectly influence UBC after 
his appointment in 1998 as President and CEO of 
the Canada Foundation for Innovation. 
A multi-billion dollar federal government 
investment in scientific and technological 
research, the foundation became an important 
source of funding for research infrastructure at 
UBC, thereby assisting the university to amass 
even greater sums of human capital in the form 
of extraordinary faculty and students from 
around the world.
In reflection upon his death, many are those who 
have expressed reverence and recognition of the 
extent to which David W. Strangway’s leadership 
shaped the UBC of today. 
Although much larger in terms of enrolment, 
research awards and contracts, revenues and 
expenditures, it remains indelibly influenced by 
his bold vision and steady hand. Indeed, his legacy 
is one for which a community, province and 
nation can be profoundly grateful.

On April 13, 2006, then-University of B.C. President Dr. Martha 
Piper officiates at campus ceremonies announcing the David 
Strangway Building at 5950 University Boulevard, so named to 
acknowledge the significant contributions Dr. Strangway made to 
the growth and development of UBC during his 12 years as  
President (1985-97). The new $50 million, five-storey facility 
featured retail spaces, health clinics, offices, classrooms and UBC 
departments.

Strangway Family members all attended the Official Opening of UBC’s Strangway Building. 
From top left: Weave Cleveland and Susan Strangway, Blair Forrest, Ty Strangway, Spencer 
Strangway, Richard Strangway and Trish Forrest. The three Forrest children include Brodie, 
holding back Brooke, with Bryn behind. 

Some of Strangway’s Prestigious Awards: 

Logan Medal, highest honor of the Geological  
Association of Canada, 1984;

J. Tuzo Wilson Medal, Cdn. Geophysical Union, 1987;

Life Member: Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada;

First Order of Civil Merit, Republic of Korea. 
(First non-Korean so honored)

CFI Selects Strangway,  
Brain Drain Crisis ends
David in June of 1998 started as President and 
CEO of the Canada Foundation for Innovation. This 
autonomous, Ottawa-based organization was founded 
by the federal government in 1997 to fund and 
revitalize national research infrastructure programs 
across-the-board for scientific and technological 
projects of benefit to all Canadians.

Of the $7 billion in federal funding the CFI has invested 
to date, $2.8 billion was invested under David’s hands-
on direction to give Canadian universities, colleges and 
research hospitals the tools they needed to conduct 
world-class medical, scientific and technological 
research.  

David also played a key role in establishing the federal 
government’s Canada Research Chairs, a program 
that invests $265 million per year to create 2,000 new 
positions in Canadian universities. 

 “Suddenly, Canada’s top researchers had good reason 
to stay home, and they did,” David once said.    

David retired from the CFI in March 2004 so he could 
devote his full attention to Quest University Canada.

Order of Canada: from Gov. Gen. Romeo LeBlanc  


